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PAWN-BROKING 


STATED and DEFENDED. 


S EO r. I. 


SHA ELF. Defence is the firſt Prin- 
ciple of the Law of Nature, the 
Right of every Man, and extends 
E itſelf to every thing that is dear 
and valuable to a Man. And 
N a al dat i. d fred and in- 
violate, moral Character juſtly challenges the 
next Place to conſcious Virtue and Innocence. 
An Attack upon moral Character is always 
found to awaken the utmoſt Attention, and to 
excite the keeneſt Grief and Reſentment; in- 
ſomuch that a meek and tame Submiſſion to 
Attacks of this Kind is naturally and univer- 
ſally conſtrued to be a Symptom of Guilt, or 
of a moſt abject and cowardly Spirit: This 
Conſideration, it is humbly hoped, is a ſufficient 
B 


Apology 


Apology for the prefent Publication of the fol- 
lowing Sheets. 1 

If we may but for the preſent only ſuppoſe, 
that it is no Impoſſibility in Nature, for a Pawn- 
broker tg be an honeſt and virtuous Man, the 
Rezder may judge what Grief and Concern muſt 
ſeize him, upon reading the following printed 
Vote; viz. That Leave be given to bring in a 


Bull for more effeftually preventing the recerv- 


tg Jhbleth, Goods, by regulating the Pawn- 


brokers; which may be thought to imply, that. 
Pawn-brokers are the chief and principal Re- 
ceivers of ſtolen Goods, | 

A Receiver of flolen Grods, knowing or ſu- 
ſpecting them to be ſuch, is a Character ſo vile 


and deteſtable, that Words cannot aggravate, 


nor can any Puniſhment well exceed its De- 
merit. | 


hut the more black and beimus, and the 
more extenſive any Charge is, the more ſolid, 


clear, and convineing, 5 to be the Proofs 
upon which it is ſupported. © = 
As b intend this tor a general Vindication of 
the Bufineſs of Pawn-br5king, Þ ſhall conſider 
this 5 Objection in its proper Place, 
amongſt other the moſt material Objections 
that have, or can be, raiſed againſt the Buſineſs 
or Profeſſitn. Before I proceed to the Argu- 
ment, I would premiſe, | 

1. That I do not pretend to vindicate the 


Practices of all who call themſelves Paton- 


' brokers; for there are many ranked under the 
general Name, whom we know nothing of, 


and. 
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and utterly diſclaim: Many, who, thinking our | 


| Buſineſs prodigiouſſy gainful, if they have but 


a little Money, take in Pledges; and, for want 
of Caution and Experience, commit man 

Overſights and Indiſcretions; the .Reproact 
whereof terminates upon the whole Buſineſs. 
Nor will I undertake to vindicate the Practices 
of all who were regularly initiated into Buſineſs, 
by ſerving an Apprenticeſhip to it: And herein 
we are but upon a Level with all other Pro- 
feflions; for, J believe, there is no Man fo par- 
tial to his own Buſineſs, as not to ſee and con- 
demn the Male- practices of ſome of his own 
Profeſſion. It is therefore, for this and many 
other Reaſons, greatly to be withed, that a 
cool, ſedate, and impartial Inquiry. ſhowld þc 
made; and a wholſome, rational, and ſalutary 
Regulation of this Buſineſs ſhould take place, 
by which it might be render'd more fate and 
honourable to thoſe that follow it, and more 
uſeful and beneficial to the Public. The Pawn- 


_ Srehers deſire nothing ſo much; and, if they 


may but hope to be heard without Paſſion and 
Prejudice, may perhaps be the moſt able to 
give Light into a Deſign or Scheme of ſuch a 
Nature, AD 

2. That as ſome Parts of the following Ar- 
gument do admit of Proof by Figures, we ſhall, 
in thoſe Places, appeal to our Reader's Skill in 
Arithmetic ; whoch, ſurely, no Force of Pre- 
judice (unleſs it ſhould riſe up to Phrenſy, or 


Fanaticiſm) will be able to deſtroy: But, as to 


thoſe Particulars, that do not admit of figura- 
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tive or mathematical Demonſtration, our Reader 
muſt be centent with Arguments drawn from 
Facts, Probability, and Analogy ; and theſe will 
ſatisfy every judicious and honeſt Inquirer as 
to thoſe Things, which do not in their own 
Nature admit of any other Medium of 
Proof. 


» — a ** 
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S. E Ce r. II. 


Wer begi in this Section with the following 
Poſtulate. 


That it is no Crime or Immorality, nor any 


Offence againſt the Laws of the Land, to receive 
4 Pledge or Pawn (as a Security for Money 
lent) from the Iawful Owner, or from one de- 
puted by the lawful Owner ; or, to the beſt of our 
Knowlege, from ſuch Peron ; to reſtore it un- 
diminiſh'd, and, to the utmoſt of our Power, 
undamaged, upon the Demand of ſuch Proprietor, 
or the Perſon who had been deputed by ſuch Pro- 


prietor to pledge the ſame, upon Re- payment of 


the Money, for the Security whereof ſuch Pledge 


or Pawn 1as depoſited : And further, that it is 


not unreaſonable or unfit to receive fome Pre- 


mium or Profit, for having ſupplied a Perſon 


with Money at all reaſonable Hours, and in ſuch 


Proportion as his Neceſſity might require. 


As no reaſoning Creature can refuſe this 
Piſtulate, we take it for granted ; and ſhall 
proceed next to inquire, what the loweſt Pre- 


mium (in the Nature and Reaſon of Things) 


may 
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may be, which a Pawn-broker muſt and ought 
to receive for the Time, Labour, Expence, 


Sill, and Fortune, which his Buſineſs requires. 


For this Purpoſe, I ſhall humbly ſubmit the 
following Propoſitions to Conſideration: 


I. That to lend One hundred, or One hundred 
and Fifty Pounds, upon Four hundred or Five 
hundred diftinft and different Pledges, will take 
up Four hundred times the Quantity of Time 
and Trouble, that will be required to lend the 
fame Sum upon one ſingle Pledge, Suppoſing 
therefore it may take a Broker but Ten Minutes 
to examine the Nature of the Commodity, and to 
inquire as to Property, &c. I believe it will be 
found, that a Week's Time will be pretty well 
employed in lending Money upon Four or Five 
hundred different Pledges, allowing bim to at- 
tend Buſineſs Fifteen Hours in the Day; for he 
will not, in the whole Week, (Sundays excepted) 
have above Twenty Hours to ſpare for the com- 
mon Offices of Life. But, ſuppoſing he ſhould have 
very near as many Pledges to re- deliver, befides 
keeping Books for regular Entries; folding Goods 
in ack a Manner, as may beſt preſerve them, 
placing them in ſuch Order in his Warehouſes, 
that they may be found at a Minute's Warning, 
and eeping thoſe Waretouſes in Order, will re- 
guire more Hands than his own to execute. It 
may therefore be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 


IT. That ſuch a Perſon cannot perform his 
Buſineſs as it ought to be done, without the Help 


of 
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of Two Servants at leaſt; and, if theſe are, one 
or both, Fourneymen, Wages muſt be paid as a j 
as they boarded ; and, if both Apprentices, the 


latter 13 of Courſe. 


III. Suppoſing a Perſon thus employed from 


Meet to Week, throughout the Year, it wil follow, 
that be cannot be at Leiſure to attend any other 


Bufmeſ for the Support of binfiſ and Family, 


IV. If. this ſhould prove @ pretty near Calcu- | 
lation of the Number of Pledges, which are (in 
common) received for the Sum mentioned; it is 

to conceive, that much Warehouſe-rcom is 


required, a Houſe larger thun ordinary abſolutely 


neceſſary ; and, I ſuppoſe, proportional Rent and 
Taxes will be — as neceſſary: It alſo fol- 


tows, . that the Pawn-brokers really do, what the | 
Charitable Corporation only pretended to; (viz.) 
Supply the Poor with ſmall Sums ; for, if Four | 
ar Five hundred different Pledges are received | 
for the Sum of One hundred or One hundred and 


Fifty Pounds, the Sums cannot be very large. 


JL. tf 8 Man of this Buſineſs is Angle, cen 
mat paſſibly do without 4 Maid. ſervant to do the | 
Bufeneſs. of the Houſe 5 and ſuch Servant muſt ® 


bade Board and Mages. 


VI. He may find it convenient, or neceſſary, | 
to marry; and, I take it for granted, may lay 
claim to the common and undeniable Right of | 
2 Man. T fuppeſe, be and his Family can | 


ng 
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ne „ more live without Food, Raiment, and Phyfic, 
ol ¶ chan other People. 


VII. If he bas Children, they muft be fed. 

TE chathed, educated, and put out into the World, 
%a, «well as thoſe of other Men: And a Pawn- 
"Ws, iN broker is as much obliged as any other Man, by 
ber the Law of Nature, and of his Country, to per- 
'- | form this indiſpenſible Duty. i ab; 


VII. Laſtly, He is obliged to contribute his 
Proportion towards the Support of Government, 


andi the public Expence. 


Theſe Propoſitions are moſt; if not all of 
them, ſelf-evident ; to. attempt a Proof of 
them would be an Aﬀront to my Reader's Un- 
derſtanding : I ſhall therefore draw a few Co- 
rollaries, which neceſſarily follow from them: As, 
Firſt, That a Pawn-broker muſt, at leaſt, 
be allowed to make ſuch Advantapes by his 
Buſineſs, as may enable him to pertorm what 
1s mentioned in the foregoing Propoſitions. 
We have ſeen already, that he cannot attend 
any other Buſineſs for the Support of himſelt 
and Family; and if his whole Time, Thought, 
Labour, Skill, and Fortune, is hereby ingroſ- 
ſed, he may reaſ expect Suſtenance from 
it; it being the Ordinance and Appointment 
of God, That Man ſhould tive by bis Labour. 
Seeondly, I infer, that thoſe Perſons muſt be 

guilty of moſt flagrant Injuſtice and Oppreſ- 
hon, who (by taking Advantage of — 
WS 


68.) 
Laws | hereafter to be mention d) borrow. 
Money of a Pawn-broker, and, upon Re- 
payment thereof, will not allow him ſuch a 
Profit or Premium, as we ſhall preſently prove 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary, to enable him to dif- 
charge the Obligations mentioned in the fore- 
going Propoſitions. 

This muſt needs be a complicated Crime; 
for, if it be a Sin or Vice, by our Words, 
Actions; ; or Omiſſions, to act, or ſpeak; to con- 
tradict or counteract the Truth of any known |} 
| Propoſition whatever; or, in other Words, To | 
act a Lye *, in which the very formal Nature 
of Vice conſiſts; what an aggravated Offence 
muſt it be, to counteract the Truth of ſo _ 
ſelf-evident Propoſitions ! | 

Let Perſons, thus — place themſelves in 
our ſtead; ſenſible of the conſtant unavoidable 
Charge we are at for Rent, Servants, and, per- 
haps, a growing Family; willing, by our La- 
bour and Induſtry, to make ſome ſmall Pro- 
viſion againſt old Age, and to put our helpleſs 
Children (who may have no other Reſource) 
into ſome tolerable Way of beginning the 
World: Would not ſuch Perſons think them- 
ſelves cruelly treated, to be obliged to accept | 
ſuch a Reward for their Labour, as would not 
go above One third, or Half-way,. towards | 
defraying their neceſſary Charge? Again, If it 
is right and fit for any one Man to treat us in 


* Vide Rel. of N=ture delineated, Sed. I. Propoſitions 37 4. 


Ec. 


this 
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ow S this Manner, it is right and fit for every Man 
Ne- to do ſo: And what mult be the Conſequence, 


1 a but that we muſt neceſſarily wrong our Cre» 
ve ditors, not pay our Rent, and other juſt De- 
li. aces Mankind may have upon us, commence 
re- Bankrupts, and throw our amilies upon the 


Pariſh ? Certainly our moſt inveterate Enemies 
Ee; will not ſay this is right and fit! 


ds, Thirdly, What Monſters of Iniquity muſt 
n- # thoſe be, who (under the Authority and Co- 
wn ddour of the Law) lay Snares to oppreſs and 


To MF plunder one of this Buſineſs, for only getting 
ire IF ſich a Profit by his Buſineſs, as may enable 
ce him to diſcharge the Obligations mentioned in 
ny the foregoing Propoſitions | 


We go on to the main Point, (v:z.) To find 


in out (if poſſible) what Premium or Profit may, 
le in the Names and Reaſon of Things, be ſuit- 
r able and fit for a Pawn-broker to receive, in 
a- Conſideration of his Labour, Time, Skill, and 
00 Fortune. And here it will be neceſſary to 
eſs fate and vindicate the Terms upon which we 
e) follow Buſineſs at preſent : For this Purpoſe I 
he ſhall tranſcribe a Paſſage from a public * Paper, 


n- publiſhed about Fourteen Vears ago, in which 
pt the Pawn-brokers fairly and juſtly vindicated 
ot WF themſelves from the falſe and vile Aſperſions, 


caſt upon them by the then Charitable Corpo- 
ration, who were, at that Time, endeavour- 
ing to eſtabliſh themſelves upon our Ruins; but 
were © ſhamefully defeated, and afterwards. ful- 


* Vide Daily Poſt- Boy, cpril 26. 1731. An 
C-. | filled 
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filled and accompliſhed, to the Hurt and Ruin 
of many Families, what the Pawn-brokers had 
predicted: But it has happened to the Pawn- 
brokers, as the wiſe Solomon long ago obſerved, 
Ecclgſ. ix. 14, 15, 16. There was a little City, 
and few Men within it; and there came a great 
King againſt it, and befieged it, and built great 
Bulwarks a gainſt it : Now there was found in 
it a poor wiſe Man, and he by his Wiſdom deli- 
vered the City; yet no Man — that 
fame poor Man. Then ſaid I, Wiſdom is better 
than Strength: nevertheleſs (or altho") the poor 
Man' - Wiſdom is deſpiſed, and his M. ords are not 
hear 1 
The Paſſage is as follows; (viz.) © I ſhall 

e only propoſe the Two following Queſtions : 

&« Firſt, Whether my Time and Labour does 
< not intitle me to as good a Reward as other 
„Men receive? 

& Secondly, Whether my having been ſub- 
« jected to the Will and Profit of another, for 
te the Term of Seven Years, may not deferve 
“ ſome Conſideration, as well as the Servitude 
« of other Men? 

„ humbly conceive, theſe Two are the 
« principal moral Grounds upon which a Tradeſ- 
* man thinks he has a Right to make con- 
c fiderable Advantages of his Money in Trade, 
* above what he can make of it by putting 
« jt out to Intereſt, Now if it has been ge- 
e nerally allowed, that this is an equitable 
«© Way of judging, in relation to Trade in 
ec general; ; it remains, that a Reaſon be given, 
cc « why 
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« why I may not lay claim to a Benefit, 
« which all the reſt of Mankind eſteem their 
« juſt Right? Perhaps ſome profound Rea- 
&« ſoner will reply; But I am a fair Trader, 
* and you are not: I hope his ſtiling himſelf 
ce fair, and me unfair, will paſs for nothing, 
« till our Actions are compared, and an im- 
te partial Judgment formed from them, and 
te not from Words. 
For which End, ſuppoſe I lend a Perſon 
« Twenty Shillings upon a Pledge this Day; 

c this Perſon redeems his Goods To-morrow 
« (or he may let them lie a Month, if he pleaſes); 
FF < I expect Six-pence Profit for my Time, 
ali © Trouble, and laying out my Money; for 
« this I am charged with getting 800 per Cent. 
« Profit per Annum: Now a fair Trader lays 
« out Twenty Shillings, ſells his Goods again 
for ready Money, (it may be the ſame Day) 

1 gets One Shilling, and ſays he gets but Five 
JH © fer Cent.; whereas reckon his Profits per 

% Annum, and they will amount to 1600 per 
le « Cent. : My Judgment is required as much 
YZ < to examine what I lend my Money upon, 

* « as his is to inquire the Worth of the Com- 
. mo dity he buys; my Money is as truly diſ- 
b burſed as his; and it takes me up as much 


e. © Thought and Time to lend Twenty Shil- 
8 lings, as it does him to lay out Twenty Shil- 


« lings, 
If any Tradeſman in London buys Goods 
* with ready Money To-day, and ſells them 
** for ready Money To-morrow, I aſk, whe- 
C 2 « ther 
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ther it would trouble his Conſcience, i he 


% got Six-pence per Pound Profit, which he 
calls 2 2 7 Cent. If any ſuch Perſon is — N 


be found, let him caſt the firſt Stone ; 
this Caſe he has Security in his Hands. vx 


well as I. But here the fair Trader objects, 
Nu never make bad Debts ; you have always 


more than double Security in your Hands; 1 
am expoſed to contract bad Debts, and meet 


with Loſſes, which you are not liable to. In 
Anſwer to this, I ſay, You do not know 


* what Loſſes I am liable to; nor is it proper 3 


to acquaint every one with them, unleſs I * 
had a Mind to increaſe them, 2 

But more particularly to anſwer this Ob- 
jection — I allow, you meet with many 
Lofles in Trade, and it is uncertain what a 
Perſon may loſe in a Year's Trading: But 
Perſons may, from a Courſe of Years, come | 
to a general Calculation of their Loſles, one 
Year with another ; and, I believe, it is a 
general Rule with Tradeſmen, to allow fo 
much a Year for bad Debts : Now, let any 
Tradeſman ſubtra& this from his Profits, 
and I will venture to compare Profits with | 


him; ſuppoſing us to have an equal Sum of 


Money i in Trade, and to return our Stock as 
often. 1 
Now I will ingennouſly ſhew you what 
my Profits in general are: I haye Three 


thouſand Pounds capital Stock in Trade; I 
return this Twice in a Year, which amounts 


to Six thouſand Pounds a Year Returns; I 


* can 
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* can make appear by my Books, where I ſet 


% down daily my Returns, and the Profit that 
% Day's Return yields me, that at an Average 
„do not make above Nine per 


Cent. Profit 
« of all my Returns, by Deliveries and Sales: 
« To explain this a little more particularly ; I 
« deliver, it may be, in a Day, ſome Things 
« that have lain but One Month in my Hands; 
« here is but Two and a half per Cent. Profit, 
* or, in Sums, not quite T per Cent.; others, 
« that have been Three, Four, Five, Six, or 


« Twelve Months, &c. Conſequently, I ſome- 


« times do not get Twelve- pence in the Pound, 
« ſometimes Eighteen-pence, and perhaps (tho' 
« rarely) Two Shillings; but, take one Day 
« with another, one Month with another, I 
« will prove (by my Books, or upon Oath) 
« the Truth of what I have juſt now aſſerted, 
« 4/2, That I do not at moſt make above 
« Nine per Cent. Profit, upon all the Returns 
« I make in a Year: The Amount whereof 
« 1s Five hundred and Forty Pounds per Annum, 
* upon Three thouſand Pounds capital Stock in 
« Trade: Out of this is to be deducted my 
« Lofles, the Intereſt my Money would pro- 
« duce out of Trade, and the Expences I muſt 
« neceflarily be at in negotiating Buſineſs ; and 
« as to theſe, let it be conſider'd, that Two- 
« thirds, atleaſt, of the Montes I return, is in 
« Sums under Twenty Shillings, and any one 
% may eaſily perceive the Numbers of Parcels 
* and Perſons I muſt have to do with. Muſt 


« not 
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not this require ſeveral Servants, conſtant 


Attendance, and daily Care and Fatigue? 1. 
** Now, deduct One hundred and Fifty Pounds . 
for the Intereſt of my Money; and I am cer- 
tain no conſiderate Perſon can allow much. 
leſs than One hundred and Fifty Pounds more 
for the neceſſary Charges I am at in nego- W: 
tiating Buſineſs; there remains but Two 
hundred and Forty Pounds to anſwer all 
Lofles, to keep myſelf, and thoſe of my Fa- 
mily that are not concerned in Buſineſs, and 
to lay up for Poſterity. Monſtrous Accu- 
.*« mulation ! Suppoſing I had but One thouſand 7 
Pounds in Trade, my Profit would hardly | 
amount to One hundred and Eighty Pounds 
er Ann.; and what that will do, as to the 
Charges of Buſineſs, and keeping a Family in 
the City of London, every one knows : But | 
it is manifeſt there are Multitudes of Tradeſ- 
men in London, whoſe Stocks do not exceed, 
if amount to, One thouſand Pounds, who 
live genteelly, and lay up Money: Can they 
do this with One hundred and Eighty Pounds 
per Ann.? It they cannot, whoſe Profits 
mult be largeſt ? | 
« Tt will ſuffice to anſwer a ſeeming Para- 
dox in what I have aſſerted, that One thou- 
ſand Pounds in Trade (allowing us to gain 
after the Rate of Thirty per Cent. per Ann. | 
« for ſmall, and Twenty per Cent. per Ann. 
« for large Sums) will not produce above One 
« hundred and Eighty Pounds per Ann.; if it 
"INE « be 
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e be but conſidered, that One third Part of our 
F< Stock in Trade, namely what has lain above 
Twelve or Fifteen Months, pays no Intereſt 
at all; for every Pawn-broker knows, that not 
One Parcel in Ten is redeem'd, after it has 
« been ſo long time in our Hands: And I 
So- g ſhall give a Demonſtration by-and-by, that 
WO e even Plate, the moſt certain Commodity we 
deal in, will not pay us Twelve per Cent. 
Fa- 4 per Ann. for the Time we keep it; which is 
and „Two Years at leaſt,” | 

cu- 3 Here it is granted, that, upon the preſent 
and scheme of our Buſineſs, it is uſual for ſmall 
dly | Pledges to take after the Rate of Thirty per 
nds Cent. per Ann.; and the Reaſon why a Broker 
the WW can't do it for leſs, and get a living Profit by 
Im bis Buſineſs, is this — We, having no limited 


But Time for ſelling Pawns, are obliged (for fear 
leſ- Hof Law-ſuits) to keep large and periſhing Stocks 
ed, by us; which dead Part of our Stocks eat up 


ho and devour a conſiderable Part of the Profit 
hey ariſing from the live Part of our Stock: And it is 
a common and notorious Practice for knaviſh 
fits and deſigning People, to let their Goods lie 
Three, Four, or Five Years, without ever com- 

ra- ing to make a Demand of them; on purpoſe, 
I that the Pazn-broker ſhould (upon a Preſump- 

am tion that the Pledger is either dead, or has no 
un. Thoughts of redeeming them) venture to ſell 
them; and ſo to have an Opportunity of ſuing 
NC him, and recover whatever extravagant Value 
fit they pleaſe to ſet upon them: This is almoſt 
be daily practis'd, and not a little encourag' d, in 
the 


(16) 
the Courts of Law; and there have been ſome 

People ſo artfully wicked, as to forſwear their | 
Property in their own Goods, ſo becoming 
Evidences for themſelves, and eſcaping Pay- 
ment of Coſts, if they are caſt. | 
ut if litigious People are not univerſally fo 
dexterouſly wicked as this, they are frequently 
—— worthleſs Wretches, that a Pawn-broker, 

if (by great good Luck) he gets his Cauſe, can | 
have no other Satisfaction for his Coſts of Suit, 
than (if they don't run their Country) to throw | 
them into Gaol ; which it is hardly worth his | 
while to do. The Lawyers very well know, 
that if a Motion was made in Court for Security 
to be given by the Plaintiff for Coſts of Suit, in 
caſe he ſhould be caſt, it would not be re- 
garded. 

It is this vile and orofligate Part of Mankind, 
aided and abetted by pettifogging Attorneys, Sol- | 
licitors, Bailiffs, and their Followers, that are the 
People whom (for the moſt part) the Paun- 
broker is ſo unfortunate as to be engag'd againſt 
.in Law-ſuits : Theſe Wretches, having no Scru- | 
ples as to what they ſay or ſwear, provided it 
may help them to gain their Cauſe ;. and being 
Plaintiffs; have the Opportunity of repreſenting 
their Cauſe in what Light ſoever they pleaſe; 
abuſe the Ear of the Court, inflame Juries, and 
carry their Cauſe in Triumph ; whiltit the poor 
Pawn-broker not only loſes his Cauſe, but 
incurs Infamy. 1 

Now was this Difficulty removed, and = 
a 3 — allow'd by Law. to diſpoſe of „ 
a and 
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andappropriate to his own Benefit, any Pledge, 
after he had kept it a reaſonably limited Time; 
as, upon this Conſideration, he would not be 
oblig'd to keep ſo large a dead Stock upon his 
Hands, nor be liable to expenſive and vexatious 
Law-ſuits, I think he may afford to lend 
ſmall Sums One- third cheaper than is now uſu- 
ally done, provided he is allow'd to take after 
the ſame Rate, or whatever he and the Pledger 
can agree upon, (not exceeding the ſame Rate) 
for larger Sums ; and be allow'd One Month's 
Profit certain,tho' the Pledge ſhould happen to 
be redeem'd that Day, or the next; which is not 
Two per Cent. upon the Return, and cannot be 
thought unreaſonable, becauſe the chief Labour 
and Trouble is at the firſt taking of the Pledge. 
This Reduction bf the Charge of borrowing 
ſmall Sums would be a great Relief to the ho- 
neſt and induſtrious Poor ; who (as things are 
now ſituated) are obliged to pay dearer, on ac- 
— the wicked and deſigning Part of Man- 
TR Og =} 
. That a Pawn-broter cannot do his Buſinef 
upon lower Terms than thoſe propoſed, ſhall 
be next demonſtrated, | 
We will ſuppoſe one of this Profeſſion mar- 
ried ; and, with his own and his Wife's For- 
tune together, able to put Two thouſand Pounds 
clear into Trade ; which, ſurely, is no con- 
temptible Beginning in almoſt any Branch of 
Buſineſs, Now every one knows, that Two 
thouſand Pounds, after the Rate of Twenty per 


Cent. will produce no more than Four hundred 
D Pounds 


5 (18) 
Pounds er Annum, was it to be put out at 
once, and the Intereſt to run on, without Inter- 
ruption, from the Beginning to the End of the 
Year, But it ſo happens in this Buſineſs, that Imay 
lend a PerſonTen, Twenty, or Thirty Pounds ; 
which, in a Month or Two, he repays without 
any Warning; by which means it may lie uſeleſs 
by me for another Month or Two. This muſt 
frequently happen of courſe : As an Equivalent 
for which, we muſt ſuppoſe a Broker cannot 
keep leſs than Two hundred-Pounds running 
Cath by him; conſequently has but the net 
Improvement of One thouſand Eight hun- 
dred Pounds, which will amount but to Three 
hundred and Sixty Pounds; from whence like- 
vwiſe muſt be deducted whatever he makes lefs 
than Twenty per Cent. per Annum, Profit upon 
the Goods he may have to ſell, as well as what 
Loſſes he may liable to, from the various Cauſes 
| hereafter to be mentioned. For the preſent, I 

will only ſuppoſe Forty Pounds to be deducted 
from Three hundred and Sixty Pounds; it will 
then be reduced to Three hundred and Twenty 
Pounds. What this will do towards the Support 
of a Family, and laying up for Poſterity, we 
ſhall ſee preſently : For which Purpoſe I will 
lay. before my Reader the following Table of 
Calculation, made by the ingenious * Mr, Van- 
derlint, of the neceſſary Charges of a middling 
Tradeſman's Family in the City of London. f 
will tranſcribe a Paſſage from this Author, 


* A Wainſcot- Merchant. Vide his Eſſzy on Trade. 


ach 
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which immediately precedes the Table itſelf : 
Says he ; 1 


(c 


cc 


Another Point, from whence I argue, that 
our Trade is in a much worſe State than it 


formerly was, ſhall be the following Eſtimate 
of the neceſſary Charge of a Family in the 


- middling Station of Life, conſiſting of a Man, 


his Wife, Four Children, and a Maid-ſer- 
vant; ſo as, I think, a Perſon that has ſuch 
a Family, and employs One thouſand Pounds 
of his own Money in Trade, ought to live. 
For, if ſuch Families muſt not have Neceſ- 
faries enough, and I believe it will appear 1 
have allowed no Superfluities, I think we 
ought to give up Trade, and find ſome other 
Way to live. For Trade terminates ulti- 
mately in the Conſumption of Things ; to 
which End alone Trade is carried on: 
Therefore if thoſe that employ in Trade One 
thouſand Pounds of their own Money ſhall 
not be able to ſupply ſuch a middling Family 
with needful and common Things, what 
then becomes of the Conſumption of Things ? 
Or, in other Words, what becomes of Trade? 
For, to be ſure, not one Perſon in a good 
many is the real Owner of ſuch a Sum. If 
therefore ſuch Families muſt retrench and 
abridgethemſelves of common needful things, 
thoſe in Trade below them, in this reſpect, 
. much more do ſo, if they have Fami- 
ies. 


D 2 80er. 
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DE CT. 


III. 


An EsTIM Ar of che neceſſary Chat of a Fanilly 
in the middling Station of Life, conſiſting of a Man. 
* Wife, F our Children, and One Maid- ſervant. 


v4 


- | d. 
READ for Seven Per- 
lous, per Head, per Day, : F 

Butter 

Cheeſe — 

Fiſh and Fleſn meat — 2 

Roots and Herbs, Salt, Vine- 
gar, Muſtard, Pickles, 
Spices, and Grocery, ex- 
cept Tea and Sugar, 

Tea and Sugar — 1 | 

Soap for the Family Occa- 
ſions, and waſhing all man- 
ner of Things both abroad 
and at home, 

Threads, Needles, Pins, Tapes, 
Worſteds, Bindings, and all 

| Sorts of Haberdaſhery, 

Milk one Day with 'another 

Candles, about Two Pounds! 
per Week the Year round, — 

Sand, Fullers-earth , Whiting, 
Smallcoal, Brickduit, 

'Ten- Shilling Small-beer, a 1 
Firkin and a Quarter per 1 

Week, 

Ale for the Family and ) 
Friends, — 

Coals, between Four and Five 
Chaldron fer aun, may &. — 
be eſlimated at 

Ropairs of Houſhold- Goods, ** 
as Table- linen, Pedding, 
Sheets, and every Utenſil, 

ler Houſnold- Occaſion, 
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Daily 
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Stix shfnings and Two- 
pence weekly for Seven Fi — 
ſons, amount to near 


Expence, 


» heb „„ 


Weekly 
Exe ce. 
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: > {80-8 & 
Brought over 112 10 0 
Cloaths of all kinds for the Maſter of the Family 16 a 
Cloaths for Wife, who can't wear . 16 
ſine Laces, with — __ 
Extraordinary Expence attending every Lying-ih, | 
10 fl. ſuppoſed to be about once in Two Years, | 
Cloaths for Four Children, at 7 J. per Azz. for 23 
each Chitd, 4 
Schooling for Four Children, including every 
Charge thereunto relating ſuppoſed to be equal, - 3 
at leaſt, to 10s. per Quarter for each Child, 
The Maid's s Wages may a 3 
Pocket · Expences for the er of the Family, ! 
ſuppoſed to be about 4 5. per Week, n 
For the Miſtreſs of the Fade, and for the Four 3 
Children, to buy Fruit, Toys, &c. at 2 2. per © 
Entertainments in Return for ſuch Favours from me 
Friends and Relations, 
Phyſic for the whole Family dne Year with ba 
my 3 
by Illneſs, may exceed 
A Country-Lodging ſometimes, for the Health 
and Recreation of the Family ; = =—_ 


thereof, the extraordinary op cn 8 
Child abroad; which, in ſuch Nr 
needful, 


Shaving, 7 . 6d. per Quarter; and Cleaning 
Shoes, 2 3. 6 d. per Quarter, — $ 
Rent and Taxes may be ſomewhat more or leſs than 50 
Expences of Trade with Cuſtomers, Travelling- 
Charges, Chriftmas-box Money, Poſtage of yy, 
Lavery Oc. for the fake ot even Money, at « Abb 
caſt, — 
Bad Debts, which may 7 axly be more then 2 9 
per Cent. on the tuppoſed Capital of 10009. F 5 


1 
There muſt be laid up one Year with another, . 
ſor Twenty Vears, in order to leave each Child, 75 
and a Widow, if there ſhould be one, 500 J. apiece, 


One 1000 J. therefore, by this Eſtimate, thoutd Nd 


95 


/ 


mm 
* Which 
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Which, for the Sake of a round Sum, (ſays 
this Author) I will call Forty per Cent. per 
Ann. in order to ſupport ſuch a Family, and 
rovide Five hundred Pounds apiece for Four 
Children and a Widow, if there ſhould be 
one left; which, if not, will augment each 
Child's Share but One hundred and Twenty- 
five Pounds. And here I ſuppoſe a Man to 
live Twenty Years, from his Marriage to his 


Demiſe z which I. take to be about the Term 


one Man or Woman with another doth live. 


I do not mean by this, that no Man or Wo- 


man lives longer from the Time of Marriage 
than Twenty Vears: I know many live much 
longer; but I am equally certain, that as 
many never reach this Term as others live 
beyond it: And it will alſo many times hap- 

n, that Five, Six, Seven, Eight, or more 
Children muſt be brought up by ſome Pa- 


rents; tho', perhaps, it will more frequently 


happen, that leſs than Four will be raiſed 
by others. 
<« But thoſe that ſhall happen to have Seven 
or Eight Children, will find the 75 J. per 
Ann. ſuppoſed in this Eſtimate to be laid 
up, in order to provide Five hundred Pounds 
apiece- for Four Children, hardly ſufficient 
to bear the extraordinary Charge which ſo 
many more Children will, occaſion in this 
Rank of Living: And, ſurely, it muſt be 
very hard, that the Man who happens to 
have a. numerous Family (and many ſuch 
there always are) ſhould thereby be rendered 
4 py | cc not 
| * — . 


623 
not only uncapable to provide any thing far 
« them to ſet out in the World with, but be 
« reduced in a Courſe: of Years, as he cer- 
« tainly muſt, if a Thouſand Pounds in Trade 
e will not produce, at leaſt, Forty per Cent. 
«© per Annum.” | woes 2 
This Gentleman is far from ſaying, that Tradeſ- 
men can, at this time of Day, make Forty per 
Cent, upon their Capital ; but he proves they 
ought to do it, in order only for a ſuitable de- ' 
cent Support of their Families ; and to provide 
for Poſterity in ſuch Proportion, that each Child 
may begin the World with the ſame Advantage 
its Parents did. This muſt be an inconteſtable 
Rule of Right ; for, unleſs ſome ſuch Standard 
as this is fixed, we ſhall (every Generation grow- 
ing poorer and poorer) dwindle by degrees to 
a Nation of Beggars. 

It is now time to bring our Extorting Pawn- 
broker, with his Twenty and Thirty per Cent, 
upon the Stage again; and hear what he may have 
to ſay for himſelf. He pleads, © That if he 
* has Two thouſand Pounds in Trade of his 
« own, he muſt either not ſpend what this 
Table of Calculation allows, or he muſt pro- 
« vide nothing for his Children, or muſt, in 
old Age, be beholden to the Pariſh.” 

He is ſentible, that the Two laſt-mention'd 
Articles, viz. bad Debts amounting to Twenty 
Pounds per Ann.; and the Article of Expences 
toith his Cuſtomers, Travelling Charges, &c. 
amounting to Tacenty per Ann. mere, may be 
aid to be ſuperfluous, by reaſon of the. Nature 
: | of 
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of his Buſineſs. To this it is replied, That in 
this Table of Calculation nothing is allowed for 
the Charge of Servants in Buſineſs. The Reaſon 
of this Omiſſion is conjectur d to be this; vi. 
the large Sums which are given with Ap- 
* prentices in almoſt every Trade, which will 
«« ſufficiently defray the Charge of boarding 
* Apprentices for Seven Years together: Bat 
this is not our Caſe ; for we have, for the. moſt 
part, but a trifling Conſideration, if any, with 
'our Apprentices ; and yet few Trades i in Lon- 
don give better Wages to Journeymen than 
we do. 

So that if I board a Journeyman, and pay 
him Twenty-five or Thirty Pounds : yearly 
"Wages; and likewiſe board an Apprentice, 
with whom I have had little or nothing ; this 
will be more than an Equivalent for the 
Particulars mention'd in theſe Two Articles, 


-tho', as to ſeveral of them, we come in for our 


Share. 
The Sum of all, is this Mr. Vanderline, 


a judicious and diſintereſted Witneſs, 
that a Tradeſman who has One thouſand 
Pounds of his own in Trade, cannot ſupport 
his Family in a decent Manner only, and lay 
up ſo much for each of his Children, as may 
enable them to begin the World with the ſame 
Advantage their Parents did, unleſs he can 
make Thirty-nine per Cent. upon his Capital. 
The Pawn-broker alleges, that, upon the 
ſuppos'd Scheme, he cannot make above Sixteen 
fer Cent, upon his Capital therefore cannot — 
that 


(*25 ) 
that with Two thouſand Pounds of his own in 
Trade, which the above-cited Author ſays, 
another Tradeſman with One thouſand Pounds 
of his own in Trade ought to do. 
Let us juſt compare theſe Two Caſes : 
The one with One _— 1 

Pounds Capital, muſt gain F 390 an 
The other with Two thouſand = | 

Pounds Capital, cannot 200 320/. ger Ann. 

= above " 1 
Or, a 0 at all, 4000. a. 
But I fear there muſt be larger Deductions from 
Four hundred Pounds per Ann. than I have 
made, ſince we are able to prove by our Books, 
that we cannot make above Sixteen per Cent. 
upon our Capital; tho“ for ſmall Pledges we 
take after the Rate of Thirty per Cent. per Ann. 
or Two and a half, upon the Return within 
the Month; which is occaſion'd by our dead 
Stock already mention'd. 

It may be aſk'd, how then is it poſſible for 
'Pawn-brokers to live at all? It is next to im- 

ſſible to do it, with no more than Two thou- 
ſand Pounds Capital in Trade. 

But how do they come at ſo much Money, 
fince it can't be ſuppos d many of them begin 
Buſineſs: with ſuperior or equal Fortunes to 
what is ſuppos'd? - 4 

I anſwer, If they were Perſons of ſach pro- 
fligate Principles and Practices, as they are miſ- 

repreſented to be, this Queſtion could not be 
anſwer' d; but (if it involves no Contradiction 
in itſelf) to TIO” a Man of this Buſineſs, 
r E whoſe 
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whoſe moral Character is unblemiſh'd, the Dif- 

ficulty may poſſibly be ſolv d; but of this here- 
ter. 

I would here deſire my Reader to pauſe 

awhile, and take a Review of the Calculations, 

and ſee whether he can find any Flaw, any 


| Artifice, . or Stratagem, to impoſe upon him at 


unawares : If not, will he not ſtand amazed, 
at the opprobrious Language ſo freely beſtowed 
upon us ? Is not here preſented to his View a 
Demonſtration, as plain and certain as any one 
in Euclid's Elements, that, upon the Scheme 
propoſed, our Gains cannot be half ſo large as 
thoſe of other middling Tradeſmen ? Nay, that 
they do not exceed what even the Farmer muſt 
make of his Produce ; it being a Maxim, That 
if a Farmer does not make Three Rents, he 
cannot live. 
From this Calculation appears likewiſe the 
Weakneſs and Abſurdity of ſome notable Pro- 
jectors, who are for reducing the Premium to 
5 or 10 per Cent. per Ann. Theſe Gentlemen 
would certainly deſerve the Thanks of the 
Public, could they inform us, by what Rule in 
Arithmetic they can find it poſſible, upon theſe 
Terms, for any Pawn-broker only to defray the 


Charge of Houſe-rent,and Servants, and get 


ſuch Intereſt for his Money as he might make 


of it, without any Trouble, or Loſs of Time: 


For, as to the Support of himſelf and Family, 
and making a Proviſion for Poſterity, it ſeems, 
it is Extortion and Oppreſſion in him, however 
laudable it may be in any other Man. 


* 
* 
= - 


E 

But what Treatment ſoever we may have 
met with from our Fellow - Creatures and Fel- 
low- Subjects, the only Return I ſhall make is, 
to deſire them ſeriouſly to conſider, that raſh 
uncharitable Cenſures are no Marks of an honeſt 
and virtuous Mind; and if they do not proceed 
from Malice, yet no Plea, either of Ignorance 
or Inconſiderateneſs, can juſtify them in ſcan- 
dalizing or oppreſſing any Man; and that Defa- 
mation, whether proceeding from Malice, In- 
tereſt, Raſhneſs, or Prejudice, is none of the 
leaſt of Crimes. | 
I ſhall proceed, in my next Section, to ſtate 
and conſider the moſt material Objections that 
have, or can be, made to this Buſineſs, 


4 
Ss i 


S ECT. IV. 


Begin with the moſt formidable and popular 
4A Odjection; (vz.) 


Object. I. This Buſineſs gives Harbour and 
Encouragement to Thieves. 


_ Anſw, One may reaſonably aſk, upon what 
Proof, or Appearance of Proof, ſo heinous a 
Charge is ſupported ? Have there been any Diſ- 
coveries made by Accomplices ? Has any un- 
happy Wretch, under Sentence of Condemna- 
tion, brought theſe dark Practices to Light, 
and ſaved his own Life, by bringing Three or 
Four Pawn-brokers to their deſerved Puniſh- 


ment? Surely Vild, of infamous Memory, 
5 E2 - (Who 
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(who may be ſuppoſed to have known better 
than moſt People who were the Receivers of 


olen Goods) might have ſaved himſelf, as well 
as ſerved the Public, by only facrificing the 


One tenth Part of the Pawn-brekers to its juſt 


Reſentment. Surpriſing it is, that no One 
Malefactor (who is not quite ſeared and har- 
dened againit the Terrors of Death, and its aw- 


ful Conſequences) ſhould ever (for the Eaſe of 


his Conſcience) have opened ſuch a Scene of 
Wickedneſs ! Is it not ſtrange, that none of 
our Servants (either from Love of Juſtice, or 
from Pique and Revenge, if we have happen- 
ed to have had any Difference with them, or 


in Hopes of a Reward) ſhould have diſcovered 


ſuch Myſteries of Iniquity ? Again, Have there 
been Diſcoveries made by Search-Warrants, of 
ſecret Holes and Hiding-places in their Houſes 
or Warehouſes, wherein Quantities of Goods 
have been concealed, of .which no Entry has 
been made in their Shop-Books ; any Forges 
for melting down Gold or Silver, to prevent a 
Diſcovery ? How do Pawn-brokers behave to- 


wards Conſtables, or others, upon any Inquiry 


after ſtolen Goods? Do they at once go and 


look for them; and, if poſſeſſed of them, pro- 
duce them; or do they deny ſuch Goods, which 
are afterwards found upon them? Have they 


any cloſe Conveyance at unſeaſonable Hours, 


any Under- factors to ſhip them for abroad, and 
vend them there? | 


But, ſuppoſing Two or Three Men, of this 
Buſineſs, were baſe and wicked enough to be 


guilty 
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guilty ty of ſome, or all, of theſe Practices, would 

follow, that all the reſt of the Buſineſs are 
guilty of the like? By no means; for, at this 
rate, not a Trade in London but might be 
charged with ſuch Practices ; for there have 
been more of almoſt every Trade and Buſineſs 
convicted thereof, than there have been Pawn- 
brokers: We may defy our Enemies to prove 
upon Record, that Three Pawn-brokers have 
been convicted of ſuch Villainy, ever fince ſuch 
a Buſineſs has been heard of in the Nation. 

Can any Man in his Senſes ſuppoſe ſeveral 
Hundreds of People, continually engaged in 
ſuch Practices, and this for theſe One hundred 
and Fifty or Two hundred Years laſt paſt, and 
not Three of them convicted ; notwithſtand- 
ing the Vigilance of Magiſtrates, the Sharpneſs 
and Severity of Judges, and the Prejudice and 
Prepoſſeſſion of Juries ? 
Again, What ſtronger Temptations are Pawn- 
brokers under than other Men, to be guilty of 
this Vice ? It muſt argue groſs Inattention, and 
want of Reflection, to imagine, that a Man who 
takes a Pledge, and propoſes to keep it Two 
Years, and whoſe Warehouſes are liable to be 
ſearched on a bare Suſpicion, ſhould be under 
a ſtronger Temptation to receive a ſtolen thing, 
than a Man who buys any Commodity, and, 
it may be, ſells it again immediately, and is 
therefore not ſo liable to be detected. I would 
not be underſtood to caſt the leaſt Reflection 
upon any Set of Tradeſmen, (how liberal ſo- 


ever other Tradeſmen may have .been in this 
reſpect 


3 


reſpect towards us) when I ſay, a Silverſmith 
can more eaſily melt down and diſpoſe of a 
Piece of Plate than a Pawn-broker can; be- 
caufe, if it ſhould at laſt be diſcovered, it 
would not appear fo black in him as in one of 

us; it being his Buſineſs. to convert old Plate 
into new ; and is ſuppoſed to have bought it, 
and to have a Right to do what he pleased with 
it; neither of which is our Caſe. 

Moreover, the Pawn-broker (by ſad Expe- 
rience) knows, what Severity he muſt expect; 
and that any other Tradeſman may, with more 
Hope of Impunity, Steal a Horſe, than he look 
over the Hedge, In ſhort, unleſs it can be 
proved, that we receive Pawns with one Hand, 
and buy in a clandeſtine Manner, and at an 
unreaſonable Price; with the other, this Charge 
is as weak as it is groundleſs. 

It may perhaps be ſaid, 1f there were ub Re- 
ceivers, there would be no Thieves, 

Bat how does it follow, that 1 
are the Receivers? This doughty Argument is 
of the ſyllogiſtic Kind, and ſhould ſtand thus : 

If there were no Receivers, there would be 
no Thieves. 

But there are Thieves; and what is the fair 
and logical Concluſion ? Why, ergo, There are 
Receivers; and not, ergo, Pawn-brokers are 
the Receivers, unleſs they are proved to be ſo, 

And why mult ſo illogical and haſty a Con- 
cluſion be — from the Premiſes? Are 
Pazen-brokers Men of ſuch deſperate Fortunes 


and Characters, as to run ſuch Hazards as 
theſe ? 
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theſe? Can it be thought that Men, who have 
Fortune and Credit ſo great, as to command 
Capital Stocks of Two, Three, Four, Five, 
Six, or Eight thouſand Pounds; ſhould ſtake 
their Fortunes, Families, Reputation, and Li- 
berty, and run the Riſque of ſuffering Four- 
teen Years Tranſportation, and this for the 
Hope of getting 'Two-pence, Three-pence, 
| Six-pence, Twelve-pence, or even Twenty 
Shillings, or Five Pounds? I take this Oppor- 
tunity to inform the World, (which is pleaſed 
to talk ſo very much, and underſtands ſo very 
little, of the Nature of our Buſineſs) that Two 
or Three thouſand Pounds Capital Stock in 
Trade is no uncommon, nor any great Matter 
with us: But ſhall, in my Turn, aſk the in- 
quiſitive World the following Queſtion ; (vig.) 
That as it cannot be ſuppoſed, that many 
Pawn-brokers have ſo great Fortunes of their 
own to begin the World with, and that many 
of them have large Credit; how comes it to 
paſs, that a Parcel of ſuch contemptible and 
rofſigate Wretches can obtain ſuch Credit? 
hen I ſee this Queſtion fairly anſwered, I 
will give up the Argument. | 
Again, Is there no other poſſible Way of 
diſpoſing of ſtolen Goods ? No Man that keeps 
an open Shop, to buy as well as fell, in the 
whole Nation ? No Ships to convey them to 
Foreign Parts? Or, is it impoflible for Gangs 
of Thieves to ſend Agents abroad with the 
| Goods they have ſtolen, and fo preventing their 
riſing up in Judgment againſt them? —_— 


„ .-»; Mn _” 
Jam certain, that Thieves muſt not be half ſo 
cunning as they are generally thought to be, if 
they can find any other Way of diſpoſing of 
Goods, and yet chuſe to pawn them, ſince 
they run a great Riſque, whether they may 
not be ſtopped (as rhey frequently are) at the 
Pawn-breker's; but if not, it often happens, 
that they are convicted ſeveral Months after 
the Robbery committed, by the Goods being 
found at a Pawn-broker's, and by the Evidence 
of himſelf, or his Servants ; whereas had the 
Things been ſold outright, they might have 
paſſed through a great many Hands, and no 
one would have owned their having ever been 
poſſeſſed of them, and ſo the Criminal have 
eſcaped his deſerved Puniſhment. I am ſure it 
muſt afford high Delight, and exquiſite Diver- 
fion, to Thieves and Rogues, if they have had 
ſo much Addreſs, as to conceal their main Re- 
ſort and Harbour, and the Legiſlature ſhould 
happen to be upon the wrong Scent. 

It may be urged, That tho it be allow'd, that 
Pawn-brokers do not wickedly and defignedly 
harbour and encourage Thieves and Villains, yet 
they may be accidentally the Receivers of ſtolen 
Goods, and fo afford (tho without and againſt 
their Intention) Encouragement to ſuch Villainy ; 
and as a Proof thereof, it may be ſaid, that 
there is hardly a Seſſion, but more or leſs Pawn- 
brokers are there, to give Evidence concerning 
. ſtolen Goods. | | 

I would anſwer, Since we are ſo often there, 
how comes it to paſs, that our Myſteries of 

Iniquity 


. 

Iniquity are not there revealed, and ſome of us 
made Examples of? Are we ſpared for our 
Name's fake, or can we expect ſuperior or 
equal Mercy with a common Thief? 

But, perhaps, it is a manifeſt Proof of the 
Care and Circumſpection we make uſe of, that 
we are not all of us there every Seſſion, if it 
be but confider'd, that a Patwn-broker muſt 
have but a ſmall Run of Buſineſs, if he does not 
take in Fifty diſtin& Pledges, one Day with 
another, throughout the Year ; which amounts 
to Twelve hundred Parcels of Goods in a Month. 
Now, ſuppoſing there are but Five hundred 
Pawn-brokers in London, the Number of 
Pledges, multiplied by the Number of Pawn- 
brokers, will amount to Six hundred thouſand 
Pledges receiv'd in a Month's time; Is it any 
thing ſurpriſing, that Three, Four, Five, or 
even Ten or Twenty of theſe, ſhould prove to 
be ſtolen? It is no ſuch Wonder, that Paun- 
brokers ſhould be more frequently there than 
others; if it be but conſider d, that no one 
Buſineſs in London, but this, depends intirely 
upon laying out Money upon Goods brought 
to their Shops: For tho” a Silverſmith, Gold- 
ſmith, and many other Trades, keep open 
Shops to buy, as well as to ell ; yet it is not to 
be imagin'd, that what they accidentally buy 
in their Shops, bears any Proportion to the 
other Branches of their Trade, Conſider alſo, 
that the Pawn-broker deals in a far greater 
Variety of Goods than other Traders; and is, 
therefore, the more in Danger of being impoſed 
av" F upon, 
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upon. I believe it will be found, that, inſtead 
of being even accidental Encouragers of Thieves, 


we are both accidentally and woluntarily 


the greateſt Detectors of them in the whole 
Nation, and the greateſt Sufferers by them in 


every reſpect, How many Perſons, upon only 


advertifing their Goods, have had them re- 
ſtored, and been deliverd from a private and 
dangerous Thief, by means of the Pawn-brokers 
making a voluntary Diſcovery of them ! For 


which we may have ſometimes (formerly) re- 


ceiv'd the Thanks of the Court; but have 


generally found Mankind ſo ungenerous and 


ungrateful, as to make us loſe the Money lent ; 
unleſs they have been compell'd to the con- 


trary, by their own Advertiſement ; and even 


then not always, nor frequently without ſome 
Litigation. Again, the Paton-broker frequently 
ſtops ſuſpicious Perſons and Things; and even, 
when he is ſo unhappy as to be impoſed on, 
and receive a Thing that is ſtolen, he is the 
chief Sufferer : The Owner has indeed the 
Trouble of a Proſecution, but has his Goods 
again for nothing; ſo that the Pawn-broker is 
in trath the Perſon robbed, and the Thief is 
detected and puniſh'd, What mighty Encou- 
ragement do Pawn-brokers give to Thieves, or 
Thieves to Pawon-brokers ! 

Again, if any Perſon will carefully peruſe 
the Seſſions-Papers, he will find, that the Goods, 
which any of us are concern'd about, are moſt 
commonly of fuch a trifling Value, that no 
Man can poſſibly think it worth his while to 

run 
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run any Hazard, could he have had them for 
nothing. Strange that theſe Trifles ſhould come 
to Light, when more valuable Things cannot 
be diſcover'd! What then becomes of them? 1 
anſwer, I know not; nor am under any more 
Obligation to account for them, than any Tradeſ- 


man, who, at any time, buys Goods in his Shop. 


But this I know, that for upwards of Twenty 
Years I have been in the Buſineſs, I never had 
Six Things offer'd to me, which have been 
advertis'd either at Gold/miths-Hall, or in the 
public Papers. 

'But there is one Reaſon to be given, why we 
are not ſo liable to be impos'd upon in Things 
of Value, as in Trifles ; and that is, becauſe it is 
uſual to ſend home with Strangers, who bring 
Things of Value ; but which cannot be done 
for every trifling Pledge of Two or Three Shil- 


lings. 


brokers would uſe more Care and Caution than 


they do, and more frequently ſtop ſuſpicious Per- 


ſons and Things, they might detect more Thieves. 

I anſwer, As to Care and Caution, it more 
behoves a Pawn-broker to exerciſe it, than any 
other Man in the whole Nation: And can it 
be thought we are ſo blind to our own Safety 
and Intereſts, as not to guard all in our Power 
againſt the Loſs of our Money lent ; the being 
oblig'd to attend the Seſſions, and ſometimes to 
be catechiz d in open Court, beſides the Danger 
of a malicious Indictment; and this ſometimes 
for refuſing to part with the Goods without a 

| F 2 Proſe- 


It may perhaps be alleg d, That if Pawn- 
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Proſecution ? Every one knows how eaſy a 
Matter it is to find a Bill before a Grand Jury ; 
and tho' a Man is ever ſo honourably acquit- 
ted, yet it leaves a laſting Reproach upon him 
to have been ever arraign'd, and put upon a 
Proof of his Innocence, as to ſuch flagrant 
Crimes as thoſe under Conſideration. And, 'as to 
detecting more Thieves than Toe do, I ſhould be 
very glad to know, Who will protect me from 
TIndiftments, Actions of 7 rover, and for falſe 
Impriſonment; in caſe I ſhould happen to be 
too ſanguine, and ſtop a Perſon or Goods upon 
a miſtaken Suſpicion ? Perhaps'our Adverſaries 
never dreamt of theſe. Things amidſt all their 
viſionary Slumberings. I have heard it ſug- 
geſted, that we make private Sales of Goods, and 
fo conceal ſtolen Goods, I anſwer, That we do 
generally ſell Wearing Apparel, Linen, &c. 
in large Quantities ; it may be, Fifty, Sixty, 
Eighty, or One hundred Pounds-worth at a 
Time: But thoſe that buy them are public 
Dealers, who ſell and diſtribute them to the 
Dealers in Monmouth -ſtreet, and other public 
Places; ſo that it is not for the ſake of con- 
cealing Goods, that we fell them in this Man- 
ner, but becauſe it is the only Way of vending 
them for Diſpatch; tho' moſt of the Buſineſs 
retail publicly in their own Shops; and we all 
ſell Jewels, Watches, and Plate, in this Manner. 
Once more, it may perhaps be urged, That it is 
expreſsly ſaid, (in the Af of Parliament made in 
the Firſt Tear of King James I.) that ae are 
Harbourers and Encouragers of Thieves, and 
arſhoneſt Perſons, To 
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To this it may be anſwered, That our An- 
ceſtors, at that time, were greatly inclin'd to ſee 
inviſible Sights, and to believe 1mpoſſible Facts; 
for, in the very ſame Seſſion of Parliament, 
there was an Act made againſt Conjuration, 
Witchcraft, and dealing with evil and wicked 
Spirits; by which it was made Felony to con- 
ſult, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed, or 
reward, any evil and wicked Spirit, &c. 

Now it is indiſputable, that many Hundreds, 
if not Thouſands, of poor ſuperannuated Wo- 
men have been legally convicted, and ſuffer'd 
Death, by virtue of this Act, for Crimes im- 
3 in. Nature to be committed: Vet never 

ve Three Pawn-brokers been convicted of 
the Crimes alleg'd againſt them in the other 
Act, tho' nothing, in the Nature of Things, 
' renders ſuch Practices impoſſible, nor a Diſco- 
very of them impervious. It is worth remark- 
ing, how different their Fates! The one has had 
the Sacrifice of Hundreds, if not Thouſands, 
of Lives, in Confirmation of the Suſpicion our 
Anceitors had of Witches, Conjurers, and the 
like; and yet ſo ſceptical are we Moderns, in 
theſe reſpects, that our Legiſlature has, within 
theſe few Years, repealed the Act as far as it 
extends to Sorcery or Witchcraft; if it had been 
poſſible in Nature. But as to the other A# 
concerning Pawn-brokers, or, as the Act calls 
them, Fripperers, tho there have never been 
Three Fripperers convicted upon this Act from 
that Day to this, in Confirmation of the Suſpi- 
cion our Anceſtors had of theſe Men; yet it is 
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as firmly believed by us Moderns, that Pawn- 
brokers, alias Fripperers, are Receivers of ſtolen 
Goods, as tho' Scores or Hundreds of them had 
been convicted, or confeſs'd themſelves guilty 
of ſuch Practices. It is well if we don't derive 
from our Anceſtors, and ſtill retain, the happy 
Faculty of ſeeing Inv//ibles, and believing Incre- 
dibles! For my Part, as I have not the Gift of 
ſecond Sight, like the good People of the Orcades, 
it appears to me, at ſinſt Sight, that if Hundreds 
af Pawn-brokers have been conſtantly harbour- 
ing and encouraging Thieves and Rogues for 
theſe Hundred and Fifty Vears laſt paſt; and 
this without being detected and punith'd ; that 
they are an Overmatch for the Devil. Till 
now, I never ſo much as ſuſpected them to be 
Conjurers; but begin to be in bodily Fear, leſt 
1 ſhould have been, for the greateſt Part of my 
Life, a Conjurer, without knowing any thing 
of the Matter, 

] heartily beg my Reader's Pardon, and hope 
he will excuſe my Prolixity upon this Head at 
this Time; which, at any other, would have 
been very impertinent ; but as the principal pre- 
ſent Complaint againſt us is upon this Topic, it 
was neceſſary to offer all that I think may be 
ſaid, having the hard and almoſt impoſſible Taſk 
of proving a Negative! How far have ſucceeded, 
muit be left to Conſideration ; and now I pro- 
ceed to another Objection. 


Objection 2. This Buſineſs is rather preſu- 
dicial than ſerviceable to the Public, 
= Anſwer, 


( 39 ) 


Anſwer, I humbly conceive this to be a gtoſs 
Miſtake, and to ariſe from the Objector's Igno- 
rance of the ſudden and unexpected Diſap- 
2 and Embaraſſments, which not only 

eople of the lower Rank, but even thoſe of a 
higher Station, are liable to. Can any one, who 
knows any thing of the World, be inſenſible of 
the many Difficulties Maſter-Workmen of all 
Sorts are plunged into, by being diſappointed 
of their Monies when due ; ; and having, at the 
ſame time, Journeymen to pay, who cannot be 
put off without their Wages, or perhaps the 
Want of a preſent Supply for their Family 
Occaſions? Can any one be ignorant of the 
Diſtreſs which working People are expos'd to, 
from unforeſeen Accidents, Sickneſs, and the 
like? How often from ſuch Cauſes, their 
Goods are liable to be ſeized for Rent, by a 
needy or mercileſs Landlord; or their Perſons, 
by an impatient Creditor ? How often aro even 
Gentlemen diſappointed of their Rents when 
due? Sometimes engag d in tedious and expen- 
five Law or Chancery-Suits (where nothing can 
be done without the ready Peny); yet in ſuch 
Streights do not care to expole their Neceſſities 
to their Friends or Acquaintance, left it ſhould 
be to no Purpoſe ; or, perhaps, leſt (in Gratis» 
tude) they ſhould be oblig'd to return the 
Favour at another time; and ſo run the Hazard 
it may be, of loſing the Money lent. 

But to put this Matter out of Diſpute, we 
will only ſuppoſe Two Cafes : = 

| e 
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The Firſt (hall be, A Perſon of higher Rank, 
who may have a ſudden Occaſion for Twenty 
Pounds (there being no Buſineſs of this Nature); 
he is oblig'd to fell a Parcel of Plate, or any 
Jewels: Will not this be a far greater Damage 
to him, than paying after the Rate of Twenty 
per Cent. per Ann, One, Two, Three, or Six 
Months for the Loan of ſuch a Sum (I chooſe 
to inſtance in Plate, becauſe every one juſtly 
thinks this to be attended with as little Loſs as 
any thing)? I ſay, ſuppoſing a Gentleman ſell- 
ing Seventy-three Ounces of Plate, he will 
lole, at leaſt, Six-pence per Ounce in the Faſhion, 
and the Six-pence per Ounce Duty (which all 
new Plate pays to the King); which together 
will amount to One Shilling per Ounce at leaſt : 
This Loſs will therefore come to Three Pounds 
Thirteen Shillings. And as to more curiouſly 
wrought Plate, his Loſs in this will be far 
more in Proportion, conſidering what he muſt 
have paid for the Faſhion of any Plate, 
where the Workmanſhip is ſomething extraor- 
dinary. | 

Or if he ſhould be oblig'd to ſell a Gold 
Watch (not at all damag'd by Wearing), which 
colt him Twenty-five Pounds; the very Maker 
or Seller of that Watch, could not allow hun 
above Seventeen or Eighteen Pounds for it, if ſo 
much ; I need not calculate what this Loſs will 
amount to, 5 26 

Now, if he can pledge Eighty Ounces of 
Plate for Eighteen Pounds, and redeem the 
T Þ Pledge 
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Pledge in a Month's time, it will be but Six 
Shillings Loſs to him; or, if he cannot redeem 
it in lels than Six Months time, it will be but 
One Pound Sixteen Shillings Loſs to him; or, 
ſhould he be, at laſt, oblig d to diſpoſe of it, he 
is at Liberty to do this whenever he pleaſes : 
For none of us would refuſe a Goldſmith's buy- 
ing it, even in our own Shops. 

But, if we take an Inſtance from lower Life, 
where there can be little or no Opportunity to 
: provide againſt ſudden and unexpected Acci- 
dents,” which People of this Claſs are more 
frequently expos'd to; and Suppoſe an inferior 
Tradeſman diſtreſs'd for want of ſuch a Sum as 
Twenty or Forty Shillings to pay his Journey- 
men or Rent; or to ſupport himſelf or Family 
in Sickneſs; or to go to Market with for Ma- 
terials to work upon: Was there no ſuch 
Buſineſs as we are pleading for, what a Hap- 
pineſs would ſuch a Man account it, that he 
could any-where borrow ſuch a Sum -as Forty 
Shillings,.and traffick with it for Three Months 
together, for ſo ſmall a Charge as Two Shil- 
lings, and not be oblig'd to fell his own or 

Wife's Apparel, or Houſhold-Goods, for it 
may be not one Half of what they coſt him ? 
And would any impartial By-ſtander call him, 
that got the Two Shillings, an Extortioner or 
Oppreſſor; or would he not more juſtly deem 
them to be Fools, or Knaves, that ſo unjuſtly 
vilify'd their Neighbour ? 

Theſe Two Caſes are ſuppoſed to ariſe. from 
mere Neceſſity; but I humbly apprehend it 

G may 
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may be made appear to be the Intereſt of the 
ſmall Trafficker, ſometimes to pledge his Goods, 
tho' not driven thereto by mere Neceſſity: By 
conſidering how much ſuch a Perſon may fave . 
by going to Market with ready Money, buying 
advantageous Bargains unexpectedly, and the 
like. Suppoſe a Man ſhould fave but Ten per 
Cent. in the Purchaſe of any Commodity, by 
going to Market with ready Money; if he has 
a probable Proſpect of coming into his Money 
in a reaſonable Time, it will be worth his 
while to pledge any Goods he can ſpare, and to 
y even after the Rate of 20 per Cent. per 
Ann. for the Loan; for, ſuppoſing him to lay 
out Ten Pounds, it ſaves him Twenty Shil- 
lings in the Purchaſe ; if he comes into his 
Money, and redeems his Goods in Three 
Months time, it is Ten Shillings clear in his 
Pocket; and if he ſhould not come into his 
Money under Six Months time, he has had the 
Chance cf making a Return or Two of his 
Money for nothing : For when he has redeemed 
his Goods, and paid for the Loan of the Money, 
he is but where he was, had he gone to Mar- 

ket upon Credit. | 
It may likewiſe deſerve Conſideration, whe- 
ther ſome Acts of Parliament, made of late 
Years, may not have ſo affected ſmall Credit, 
as to increaſe the Neceſſity of this Buſineſs, 
For, if ſmall Credit ſhould happen to be thereby 
rendered fo precarious, that the Creditor ſhould 
have very little better Security for his Debts _ 

than the Honeſty of the Debtor, he will be apt 

to 
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to think it too dangerous and leaky a Bottom to 
venture his Property upon. And if the ſmall 
Trader cannot obtain Credit, he muſt either 
go to Market with ready Money, or his Buſi- 
neſs be at a ſtand ; and, if he has not ready 
Money of his own, will be under a ſtrong * 
Temptation to apply to the Pawn-broker. This 
Conſequence, I will be bold to ſay, is what 
our Legiſlature never once deſigned. 

The Truth is, Every Man is at Liberty, whe-. 
ther he will come to our Shops, or no, No 
one would come there, did he not find his Ac- 
count in it, or, at leaſt, imagine he did ſo ; 
ſince no Man chuſes an Evil as ſuch: And if, 
upon Experiment, he finds himſelf miſtaken, 
would he ever do ſo again? | 
Methinks our Enemies would do well, to 
give ſome ſubſtantial Reaſon, I Hence it comes 
to paſs, that ſuch Monſters and Oppreſſors of 
Mankind ſhould ever have any Buſineſs to do: 
Yet ſo it is, that this Buſineſs has found Em- 
ployment for its Followers ever ſince Com- 
merce and Trade began to lift up its Head, and 
flouriſh in the Nation. Again, how happens 
it, That People ſhould, for Years together, 
think it better to pledge their Goods as their Oc- 
cafions may require, and to pay ſuch terrible In- 
tereſt far the Loan, than at once 11 therr Goods, 
and buy others, when they had got Money ſo 
70 do? Should it be ſaid, Their preſſing Neceſſi- 
ties put them upon it; I anſwer, That Neceſſity, 
the more preſſing it is, the more ſharp-fighted; 
G 2 > . 
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it being proverbially called, The Mother , In- 
vention. This tempts me to think, that Peo- 
ple have tried other Experiments, but find none 
more eligible; nay, perhaps, have experienced, 
that no People will buy and ſell with them for 
ſuch a Profit as we make of them. 

If a poor Man (thro' Neceſſity) ſhould 
obliged to ſell his Coat for Five or Ten Shil; 
lings; it cannot be ſuppoſed he could put an- 
other in the room of it for ſo little Loſs as One 
Shilling; becauſe the Buyer of the One, and 
the Seller of the Other, would both get a Profit 
out of him: Whereas he may pawn his Coat 
for Five or Ten Shillings, let it lie a Month 
or Two, and redeem it again for Three Halt- 
pence, Three-pence, or, at moſt, * eu, 
Loſs; tho' the ungodly and extorting Pawn-broker 
has got after the Rate of Thirty per Cent. per 
Annum for the Loan. 


Ob jection 3. F Pawn-brokers are allowed 
to ſell Goods pledged in any reaſonablynlimited 
Time, and not to be accountable for the Over- 
plus that may remain, they will make vaſt Ad- 
vantages by what they may have forfeited for 
want of Redemption; and the Pledger will be 
moſt, grievouſly oppreſſed. 


Anſwer. The Pledger is at Liberty to re- 
deem his Goods during the Time limited; or, 
if he cannot, may be able to procure a Friend 
to redeem them, and ſo have an Opportunity 
of diſpoſing of them as he thinks proper: Or, 

if 
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if not, may bring other Tradeſmen to buy 
them; who, upon Payment af the Charge due 
upon the Loan, may have Opportunity of buy- 
ing them in our Shops, which none of us at 
this time refuſe, where we have no Apprehen- 
fions of a Snare laid for us by wicked and de- 
ſigning People ; either of forcing the Goods 
from us, without allowing us a reaſonable and 
living Profit by our Buſineſs, or furniſhing 
themſelves with Evidence to ſupport an Action 
of Trover, ſhould we venture to ſell. them; 
whilſt they (if periſhable Goods) retain any the 
leaſt Value; and ſo recover againſt us, by dint 
of Swearing, a far greater Value (beſides Coſts 
of Suit) than ever their Goods coſt them, I 
have known Perſons who have made it their 
Buſineſs to go to Monmouth-/treet, and buy up, 
for a very Trifle, old-fathioned and ſcoured 
Brocade-Silk Gowns, old-faſhioned broad Laces, 
or any thing that has an high-ſounding Name 
in a Court, and pawn them, let them lie Three 
or Four Years, and then ſue the Pawn-broker, 
if he refuſes to pay them Ten times the Value 
of the Goods, or even of what they coſt them. 
I preſume, the Reader will eaſily perceive how 
careful and cautious we are obliged to be in 
the preſent Situation; which Care and Wari- 
neſs is no more than innocent Self-defence, 
tho” it may have the Appearance of Artifice or 
Cunning. . 25 
But, to give a further Anſwer to this Ob- 
jection by a Quotation from the public 
Paper 
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* Paper already mentioned, it is in Anſwer to 
the Objection, ** That we lend ſo little upon 


cc 


Goods, that what we ſell we gain immenſely 


« by.” The Reaſons of this general Miſtake 


are ; 


cc 
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« Fir/t, The conſiderable Diſparity between 


the Price of Goods at the Firit Hand, and 


the Price of the ſame Goods when they come 
to be ſold to the immediate Wearer : Com- 
monly Two or Three Profits are got out of 
them before that comes to be the Cafe, For 
Inſtance : A Weaver, perhaps, ſells a Piece 
of Silk to a Mercer, at Four Shillings per 
Yard; allows One Yard in Thirty for Mea- 
ſure : This is, however, an Advantage not 
univerſally known : This Mercer, perhaps, 
ſells this Silk, by Retale, at Four Shillings 
and Six-pence, Four Shillings and Nine- 
pence, or Five Shillings, per Yard ; conſe- 
quently the Buyer eſtimates the intrinſic 
Worth of what Quantity he buys after the 
Rate he gave the Mercer for it; not allow- 
ing for the Loſs that immediately accrues to 
the Goods he buys, by ſeparating that Quan- 
tity from the reſt of the Piece, and conſe- 
quently its being valued by all Buyers but as 
a Remnant; much leſs allowing for the 
Gain the Mercer has gotten out of it, and 
the Loſs the Buyer muſt ſuſtain, was he 
immediately to offer thoſe Goods to Sale to 
the ſame, or any other Mercer ; who would 
certainly never give after that Rate for a 
Daily Poſt-Boy, April 26. 1731. 
«© Remnant, 
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Remnant, for which he can buy it in the 
whole Piece from the Weaver. Now I 
think every confiderate Man muſt allow, 
that a Thing is intrinſically worth ſo much, 
and no more, than what it will fetch at a 
common Market. Add to this the Charge the 
Wearer is at, in making up the Goods for 
his own Ule ; all which he ſuppoſes added 
to the intrinſic Worth thereof (which in- 
deed is ſo for private Uſe) ; but, as to a com- 
mon Market, is more chan ſo much taken 
from it; becauſe then, if expoſed to Sale, 
they will be valued but as ſecond-hand 
Goods : Which leads me to obſerve; 

e Secondly, The great and almoſt incredi- 
ble Difference between Buying a Thing new, 
and Selling that Thing at ſecond-hand. For 
Inſtance: If you make you up a Suit of 
ſuperfine Cloth Cloaths, that ſhall coſt you 
Seven Guineas; I defy you, tho' you had 
never worn them, to ſell them to any Dealer 
in ſecond-hand Cloaths for Four — Ten 
Shillings; altho' they are now new and fa- 
ſhionable for Colour and Cut: What can 
you then ſuppoſe to ſell this Suit for a Year 
and half hence? And what muſt a Pawn- 


© broker lend upon them (who propoſes to 


cc 


40 


cc 


* Keep theſe Goods Two Years before he ex- 
ſes them to Sale, and runs the Hazard of 


« the Moth, &c. ſo as to get a moderate 
Profit)? Surely, any one would think Three 


Guineas, or Three Pounds Ten Shillings, 
ſufficient: Yet if a Pawn-brakerlends ſo much 


I cc upon 


(4) 
tt upon them, and k them Two Years, 
* — then ſells a he is preſently ex- 
«© claimed againſt for not lending half the 
«& Value of the Goods: And People are apt, 
t raſhly and falfly, to charge the Broker, as 

& though he got clear as much as the Goods 
c coſt them, more than he lent on them, from 
« 4 miſtaken Rate of the intrinſic Value of the 
Goods from what they coſt, and not from 
« what they would fell for. Every one knows 
te the various Damages all forts of new Goods 
ce are able to, by being kept fo long a time: 
% Woollens are in Danger of the Moths, Silks 
« of Mildew ; and even Linen Goods will foon 
* deereaſe Ten per Cent. in their Value by 

_ * lying by, and thereby loſing Colour, &c. ; 
« which if any Man diſputes the Truth of, let 
« him make the Experiment. It may here be 
e objected, As to Plate and Jewels, they do 
ce not grow worſe by keeping. I anſwer, Even 
cc as to theſe; People uſe the ſame Standard of 
« judging as to their Value, as they do in the 
« other Cafes: Whereas it is indiſputable, that 
te they muſt loſe conſiderably by Selling; 

<« unleſs any one ſuppoſes Goldſmiths or Jewel- 

« lers to trade for no Profit. But, particularly, 
« ag to Plate, every one knows, we lend, at 
« jeaſt, Fc ur Shillingsper Ounce ;and, upon Ster- 
ce ling, Four Shillings and Six-pence per Ounce, 
© be it old or new. Now, fuppoſing I lend Four 
« Shillings and Six-pence per Ounce, and ell 
ge it, after having been Two Years out of my 
« Money, for Five Shillings and ne ; 
: cc t 
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@ that is not above Twenty-two and an half 
ce per Cent, for T'wo Years ; conſequently but 
Eleven and a Quarter per Cent. per Annum. 
« As to Jewels, the Value is precarious. It 
© may be ſaid, No doubt but you: take care to 
&« Jend little —7 17 all — Goods. 


© To which Ir f I happen to offer a Per- 
© ſon leſs upon any Sort of Goods, than others 
© of my Buſineſs will lend, I muſt neceſſarily 
*.:lole' my Cuſtomers; there being too many 
of our Buſineſs for One Perſon to lend juſt 
© as he pleaſes upon Goods ; and it is impoſ- 
&« ſible, in Things whoſe: Values are uncertain, 
«for us to hold together; and it would be 
% ſomewhat ſurpriſing, if, amongſt all our 
* Rogueries, we ſhould be ſo very honeſt to 
{© one another, as not to undermine one an- 


< other; ſince this is daily practiſed by the fair 


« 'Traders themſelves: And it is the ſame thing 
te for one of us to lend ſo much upon Goods, 
te as to-leave no room for a living Profit when 
** he comes to ſell thoſe Goods, thereby to get 
the more Buſineſs to himſelf; as for any 
<. Shop-keeper to underfall the Market," in 
order to gain Cuſtomers,” 

But what if it ſhould be capable of Proof, 
that, at this Time of Day, we think ourſelves 
well off, if, in Commodities of a periſhable 
Nature, we get our own principal Money 


lent, or Five or Ten per Cent. more than our 
Principal, after we have been out of our Mo- 


Two er I fear, others as well as my- 
Tooth r e en < fel; 
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(300 
_ have frequently loſt as much of oor Prin- 
by the Goods we have had to fell. - 
hi ariſes from the Nature of periſhable 
Goods, Change of Faſhions, the Number of 
Brokers, the Tricks and F rauds which the 
Pawn-broker is liable to, who cannot be ſup- 
led to be an Over-match for every Man in 
bi reſpective Calling, therefore muſt be often 
outwitted; and the urgent Neceſſities of the 
Poor, who will go to Five or Six different 
Shops to borrow Six- pence extraordinary upon 
their Goods; nay, rather than diſoblige a Cu/- 
tomer, we muſt frequently lend more than we 
know the Goods would ſell for at a common 
Market, in hopes it may yet be worth their 
while to redeem them; ſo far are we from 
having no Meaſures to keep with thoſe y we deal 
with. 

Whatever. the World may think, it-is a cer- 
tain Truth, that our Selling bears a very ſmall 
Proportion to the Monies we lend in a Year : 
If any Pawn-broker lends Five or Six thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, his Buſineſs muſt; be ill- 
managed, and his Pledges badly taken, if he 
ſells more than Five or Six hundred Pounds of 
Goods in a Lear. 

This Aſſertion can indeed only be proved by 
our Books, which we are far from being afraid 
of producing upon a proper Occaſion. 

Again, If People are obliged to ſell their 
Goods, how can any Law provide againſt the 
Buyer's taking Advantage of the Seller's Neceſ- 
ſity ? To prevent which, muſt ſuch Difficul- 

I ties 
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ties and Embatgoes be laid upon all Commerce, 
that no Man can proceed in his Buſineſs ? 
This reminds me of ſome ſurpriſing Clauſes 
in the Charitable Corporation Bill, for regulate- 
ing lending Money upon Pledges. One Clauſe, 
for Inſtance, obliged every Broker to go, or 
ſend, to every Perſon's Houſe, to give pro- 
Notice of an intended Sale, though the 

ledge was of never ſo ſmall Conſequence. 
Another Clauſe (if I am not miſtaken) obliged 
him to make public Sales by Cant or Auction, 
in which each individual Pledge was to be ſold 
and ſet down by itſelf. One would think, (with 
great Submiſſion) that the Wiſdom of our Su- 
2 ſhould have firſt enacted a Law to pro- 

ibit any Perſons removing their Habitations, 
that we might have known where to have 
found the Pledger, in order to our obeying this 
Law : It ſhould likewiſe have provided a Me- 
thod for our paying a Retinue of Servants or 
Porters, to go on theſe im t Errands; not 
to mention the Charge of hiring a Room or 
Hall large enough for theſe public Sales, pay- 
ing the Auctioneer, and Clerks of — 
Fidelities and Abilities, to regiſter what every 
Pledge was ſold for, they being of ſuch Con- 
ſequence, that Four or Five hundred of them 
may ſell for Eighty or a Hundred Pounds: It 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, here would be 
Work enough for a pretty many. It likewiſe 
might not have been much amiſs, if we had 
been inſured Cuſtomers for what we had to 
ſell, ſince ſome of our Goods can only be 
10 H 2 vended 
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vended to Country-Dealers: How all this was 
to be done with the Allowance of Ten per 
Cent. per Ann. for all Charges, I confeſs my- 
ſelf quite at a Loſs ; nay, can hardly think it 
practicable in its own Nature, if we had been 
allowed Cent. per Cent. for ſo doing. 


Odjection 4, But, was this Buſineſs to be 
publicly allowed, it might prove a great Means 
of helping Bankrupts to Money, and fo be detri- 
mental to Trade in general. 9 


 Anſw. While there are ſo many df every 
Buſineſs, who are ready to buy Bargains of 
Perſons in bad Circumſtances, and who can 
afford to give much nearer the Value of Goods, 
than we can be ſuppoſed to lend upon them, 
as having an Opportunity of ſelling them 'at a 
better Market, coming into their Money again 
ſo much ſooner than we propoſe to do, run- 
ning little or no Hazard of Damage, Change of 
Faſhions, and the like; I fay, while this is 
the Caſe, there is not much Danger from Pawn- 
brokers, Beſides, we are not over-forward of 
dealing with Shopkeepers, leſt we ſhould 
happen to be brought in as Creditors in a Sta- 
tute ; or if not, yet, in caſe a Perſon breaks, 
we may have a great deal of Trouble and Vex- 
ation, with little or no Profit. 

But, leſt any Apprehenſion ſhould ariſe from 
hence, it is an eaſy Matter to inſert a Clauſe in 
the hoped-for Regulation, to limit what Sum, 
at any one time, or at various times, to any 

| one 
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one Perſon, a Pawn-broker ſhall be ſuffered to 
lend upon Piece-Goods ; and to this the Pawn- 
brokers have no Objection. ww 
I have not heard much Complaint upon this 
Head, from (our quondam very good Friends 
and Allies, in the common War with the Cha- 
ritable Corporation) the good Citizens of Lan- 
don. However, I raiſed this Objection to pre- 
vent their being under any Uneaſineſs, as to 
this Point; but have heard more Complaints 
upon another Head, which is the next Objec- 

tion. | | 

| | ö / 
 ObjeQtion 5. This/Bufineſs is found to give 
Encouragement to various Mechanics, to pawn 
other Peoples Goods ; ſuch as Taylors, Mantua- 
makers, &c. and Fourneymen Workmen their 


Maſter's Goods, which they have to manufacture. 


Anſiv. This Objection has more Weight in 
it, and, perhaps, is better founded, than all the 
reſt put together. But even here the Law has 
provided a Relief; for the Owner may ſue, and 
recover his Goods, without paying the Paun- 
broker the Money lent ; and this upon the Evi- 
dence of the Party who pledged them : And, 
if the Pawn-broker knowingly encourages ſuch 
Practices, he deſerves to loſe his Money ; but 
if, on the contrary, he has been impoſed on 
and abuſed, he has a Right to indict the Pledger 
for a Fraud; and if the Maſter-Employer will 
not ſcrten the Criminal, but heartily join with 
the Pawn-broker, to puniſh him to the utmoſt 
Rigor 
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Rigor of the Laws; a few Examples made, 
will be a great Means of preventing theſe Com- 
laints for the Time to come. The Pawn- 
rokers deſire no Alteration of the Laws (in 
this reſpect) in their Favour ; but only Care 
ſhould be taken againſt Combinations betwixt 
Maſter and Man to rob the Pawn-broher, Which 


s no ſtrange or unuſual Thing. 


I wiſh ſome of us, eſpecially young Begin- 


nors, may not have afforded ſome Reaſons for 


Complaints of this Nature : But, nevertheleſs, 
it is highly unreaſonable for a Man, who may 
have been hurt this Way, to make no Diſcri- 
mination, whether this may have happened 
through I>norance or Defign ; and to condemn 
the whole Buſineſs, for What may be only the 
Fault, or, haps, the Misfortune, of one 
Man. Yet ow Common is it to hear a Man 
loading every one, of the Buſineſs with the 
fouleft Calumny and Reproach ; wreaking his 
Revenge, upon all poſſible Occaſions, upon any 
one that falls in his Way! And, if you tan get 
him but cool enongh, to give you the Grounds 
or Reaſons of his vehement Diſlike, perhaps 
he will tell you, That once he gave his Coat, 
or his Watch, to be mended, and they were 


pawned, and he was forced to redeem them. 


If Mankind knew but half the Arts and 
Contrivances to impoſe upon Pawn-brokers, the 
great Dithculty of! diſtinguiſhing between the 
Maſter-Employer and the Under-Workman in 
many Caſes ; and that a Taylor, Journeyman 


Watch-maker, Mantua-maker, or Laundrefs, 


may 
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may have an —— of impoſing upon 
the Pawn-broker other Peoples Goods as their 
own, before his utmoſt Vigilance can prevent 
it; I fay, if Mankind conſidered. this, and 
were as back ward to ſlander and reproach, as 
they are to praiſe and commend, much of the 
Clamour and Noiſe woul "ceaſe. However I 
think, that if. the Pawn-brater loſes the Mo- 
ney lent, which I am certain he will do very 
quietly, where there is no. Appearance. of a de- 
figned Fraud and Combination; and (as I ſaid 
before) the Maſter or Employer would never 
ſcreen the original Cauſe of the Miſchief, a 
few Examples made will filence any mare 
Complaints for the future. 

It — likewiſe be a great Means of be- 
venting this Miſchief, if Maſter-Employers and 
others would always pay poor Manufacturers, 
Mantua-makers, Taylors, and Waſher-women, 
as ſoon as their Work is done. I durſt to fy, 
if any Pawn-brokers have ventured knowingly 
to deal with theſe Sort of People, they have 
been, prevailed upon to do ſo by a Plea of this 
Nature, either true or falſe. _ 

But if any Perſon is ſo. violently exaſperated 
on this Account, that nothing will ſatisfy, 7 5 
but the total Extirpation of the Pawn-braters, 
Root and Branch; let him conſider, that he 
has his Remedy againſt the Pawn-broker at 
Law ; whereas, if there was no ſuch Buſineſs, 
"the Under-Workman, Fc. will be under a vio- 
lent Temptation, upon preſſing Neceflity, to 
ſell his Goods outright ; and if the Buyer hap- 


pens 
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pens to keep an open Shop in the City of Lon- 
don, or any other Overt-market, he will find 
himfelf obliged to pay for his Goods before: he 
can recover them, if it be true (as I am in- 
formed) that Goods (not being ſtolen) ſold at 
an Overt-market, are irrecoverable. - 

This intereſting Conſideration may, "MT 
haps, a little cool and moderate the Heat and 
Flame of thoſe, who are charitably diſpoſed: to 
ſet another Man's Houſe on Fire, for the fake 
of raaſting their own Eggs. | 


Objection 6. But this Bufine is an — 
ragement to idle and diſorderly Perſons, - who 
bereby having a ready Supply, will not care for 
working while they have any thing tft fo pawn. 


Anſio. This Objection was heretofore very 
gravely urged againſt us, by the then Managers 
of the Charitable Corporation, which fell mach 
heavier upon themſelves; for they propoſed to 
ſupply all neceſſitous Poor with Sums as low as 
One Shilling, "Two-thirds cheaper than we 
commonly do ; and, conſequently, 'gave juſt 
Three times the Encouragement to idle Perfons 
to pledge their Goods that we do: And, if 
another Corporation was to riſe up, which 
took no more than Five per Cent. it would give 
Six times the Encouragement we do to ſuch 
Practices. 

Bat this Objection will have little Weight, if 
it be confidered, that the Ts, © of all 
Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs depends upon quick Returns; when 
Trade is britk, and every one in Action, fre- 
quent Occaſions for Money will ariſe, and the 
Borrower will ſoon be in a Capacity to repay 
the Money lent, and will pay for the Loan of 
it without Grumbling or Abatements: Whereas, 
when little or no Trade is ſtirring, juſt the Re- 
verſe of all this will be the Truth of the Cale ; 


Which, by the way, corrects a very great and 


general Error, viz. © That Our Buſineſs is beſt, 
when Others are upon the Decline.” 
Whatever Encouragement therefore our Bu- 
ſineſs may afford to idle and diſorderly Perſons, 
I am ſure they will afford no Encouragement 
to the Buſineſs; for if they ſhould have any 
thing of their own, (which is much to be 
queſtioned) that was of Value ſufficient, if 
they pledge it, it is once for all, and we may 
never ſee their Faces again till after Two or 
Three Years time, when they are pretty ſecure 
they are ſold; who (if they do nothing worſe) 
will do us the Favour of coming to ſcold and 
brawl, in order to get a ſmall Matter out of us 
for having diſpoſed of their Goods; tho! it is 
very poſſible, if not highly probable, we may 


have loſt Money by ſo doing. 


Again, I ſuppoſe we are no more accounta- 
ble for the Abuſe that may be made of our 


Buſineſs than other Men. Muſt not a Vintner 


be allowed to ſell Wine, becauſe People may 
make themſelves drunk with it? Or mult not 
an honeſt and ſkilful Surgeon be ſuffered, leſt 
he ſhould indirectly prove an Encouragement 

| | to 
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to the committing of Whoredom ? If this Way 
of Reaſoning holds good, I fear it may be 
thought neceſſary to put a Stop to all Trade 
and Commerce, leſt it ſhould corrupt that na- 
tive Simplicity and Integrity, ſo conſpicuous, 
for the moſt part, in Places where the leaſt 
Traffick is carried on. In ſhort, if any Profeſ- 
fion is to be charged with the Abuſes that have 
been made of it, either by ſome of themſelves 
or others, the moſt Sage, Honourable, and 
Reverend, will not eſcape ſevere Cenſure, 


Objection 7. But almoſt every Man ſays, 
That Pawn-brokers are a ſad and pernicious 
Set of Men: And what almoſt every body ſays, 
muſt be true. 


Anſwer. There was once a Time when 
Chri/tians themſelves were every-where ſpoken 
againſt: And why? But becauſe Chriſtianity 
never had been examin'd with Attention and 
Impartiality. I intend no profane Compariſon, 
when I ſay the Buſineſs I have been endeavour- 
mg to vindicate is indebted to the very ſame _ 
Cauſes, for its being generally and vulgarly 
diſliked ; and it will be no difficult Matter to 
account for the Obloquy and Reproach caſt 
upon it, if we only conſider, that Mankind, 
thro' a ſtrange Petulancy of Temper, are for- 
ward enough to condemn what they don't 
underſtand: That it is the Intereſt of wicked 
and deſigning Perſons to blacken and defame 
us, in order, with the more Eaſe, to make a 

Prey 
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Prey of us: That others, to prevent the leaſt 
Suſpicion of their having any Dealings with us, 
rave and exclaim, whilit thoſe who know and 
conſider Things, do not chooſe to defend or 
vindicate us, for fear of incurring the like Su- 
ſpicion. 

Others, not conſidering the unavoidable 
Charge of negotiating Buſineſs, ignorant of our 
Loſſes, and periſhing dead Stocks, which we are 
obliged to keep, and comparing our Profits 
with the egal Intereſt of Money, give a great 
Looſe to their raſh and inconſiderate Reſent- 
ments: Others are greatly angry and diſpleaſed 
with us, becauſe ſometimes our Intereſts and 
theirs happen to claſh and interfere; and every 
one knows, that Self-Intereſt is of a very in- 
flaming Nature, and a great Provocative to 
Zeal: And if it falls out, that a Man of this 
happy Temper and Complexion of Mind, hap- 
pens to be upon a Jury, it is Ten to One but 

the reſt of the Pannel are kindled up to a Flame 
by the Zeal of this one Man; and fhall not 
unfrequently bring in a Verdict againſt the 
Pawn-broker, in Oppoſition to the Directions 
of the Court, to the Law of the Land, and the 
Oath they have taken; and juſtify themſelves 
in ſo doing, to all their Acquaintances, by 
* aſſuring them, That the Pawwn-broters are à 
“ Pack of Rogues and Villains; and it is no 
F great Matter what becomes of them.” 

Add hereto ; that Pawn-brakers are but Mer, 
and ſubjected to the common Infirmities of 
human Nature, Miſtakes, Overſights, and. In- 

11 difcretions, 
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diſcretions, for which no Allowances are ever 
made or thought of. But if any one Paun- 
broker, or even his Servant, happens to make 
the leaſt Trip, it is immediately conſtrued 
Roguery and Deſign; and not only the Party 
concerned, but every Man who is ſo unhappy 
as to follow the Buſineſs, is involved in the ſame 
Condemnation |! | 


Objection 8. Private Men ought to conform to 
the Laws of their Country : And for ſuch to live 
and act in Defiance of ſuch Laws, is great Pre- 
ſumption and Inſolence, and conſequently im- 
moral, 

Anſwer, There is a wide Difference between 
violating the Letter, and violating the Spirit, 
and ultimate Den, of a Law. 

There are Two Laws, which the Pawn- 
broker, at firſt ſight, may appear to defy and 
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The Firſt (if that may be called the Law of 
the Country, which is only the traditional and 
repeated Opinion of Sages learned in the Law) 
is this; vz. That it is not lawful for @ 
* Pawnee ever to ſell and appropriate to his 
& own Benefit, the Pledge or Depoſit, notwith- 
* ſtanding the moſt fair and open proviſional 
Contract had paſs'd between the Pawnor and 
* the Pawnee, 7o ſettle the Time of Redemption 
* on Forfeiture of the Pledge.” 

Which Maxim or Adage, it is humbly con- 
exivd, is founded upon this — I 

60 
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© Leſt the Pawnee ſhould take Advantage of 
« the Neceſfity or Ignorance of the 2— 
and ſo over-reach and oppreſs him.” 

Now, if common Law is founded upon com- 
mon Senſe, I ſhall leave it to the common Senſe 
of my Reader to determine ; 

1. Whether the Amount of this Maxim is 
not this; - Leſt A ſhould oppreſs and plunder 
B, it ſhall be in the Power of B to oppreſs and 
plunder A? 

2. Whether this Maxim is not built upon 
taking a Point for certain and granted, which 
is diſputable ad infinitum; viz. © That the 
% Pawnor (for the moſt part) hath leſs Wit, 
“and more Honeſty, than 2 Pawnee ? | 

To the Firſt Query it may be replied, © That 
e the Pawnee has his Action for the Debt 
* againſt the Pawnor.” True; but ſuppoſe the 
Pawnor is not to be found, or is ſo poor as not to 
be able to redeem the Pledge, and ſo perverſe as to 
refuſe Conſent to the Sale of the Pledge, unleſs 
compell'd by Lau; the Coſts and Charges where- 
of, the Pledge nor the Pledger are able to defray ; 
or, if the Sum borrow'd, will not hold the Bor- 
rower to Bail, what becomes of the Pledgee? Or, 
what is he the better for having a collateral 
(eſpecially a periſhable) Security in his Hands? 
Which Queſtion muſt like wiſe be left to the 
common Senſe of my Reader. Once more, and 
I have done putting of Queſtions. 

Things ſtanding thus, vg. If A, the Pawnee, 
ventures to ſel] or diſpoſe of the Pawn or De- 
Peſit, B, the Paunor, has an _— of 
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ſuing A in Trover; and if A, the Pawnee, 


wants his Money, or is doubtful or diflatisfied 
with the Pawn or collateral Security, he may 


bring his Action for the Debt. It is, therefore, 


a Point which the Reader's common Senſe muſt 
determine, Whether this Maxim of common 
Law is not a natural and apt Foundation for 
expenſive and vexatious Law-ſuits ? 

For my part, I ſhall not preſume to oppoſe 
my common Senſe to the common Senſe of thoſe 
Gentlemen who are duly and publicly autho- 
riz'd Interpreters of the Law, becauſe they may 
be able to aſſign wiſe and ſubſtantial Reaſons 
for their Opinions, which never have occurr'd 


to me: And whom (notwithſtanding the Miſ- 
takes or Miſcarriages of ſome Individuals) I 
look upon to be the Guardians and Repoſitaries 


of the Laws and Conſtitution of. this Realm ; 
and conſequently, of all that is dear and facred 
to an Engliſiman. 

Taking therefore this Maxim as we find it, 
I ſhall only endeavour to ſhew, that a Pawn. 
broker (if he is an honeſt Man) may violate the 
Leiter, without doing any Injury to the Spirit 


and Deſign, of this Law. 


For Inſtance; if a Pawn-broker keeps a 
Pledge ſo long, as it will bear to be kept with- 
out periſhing; or, if not periſhable, till ſuch 
Pledge will only pay him a reaſonable and mo- 
derate Profit, and leſs than other Tradeſmen 
expect for laying out their Money; and never 
deſires or attempts to defraud a Perſon of his 


Pledye, becauſe it "—_ to be left for a ſmall 


Con- 
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Conſideration, in a ſhort time after its being 
ſo pawned ; but, on the contrary, keeps ſuch 
Pawn Year after Year, 'in Conſideration of its 
Value, and in Expectation of its being redeemed; 
and ſhould the ſame Perſon find in his Ware- 
houſe: a periſhable! Pledge, which has Jain ſo 
long as to be in manifeſt Danger of becoming 
of no Value, either to the Pawnor or the 
Pawnee ; and by Sale whereof, if he don't loſe 
of his Principal, thinks himſelf tolerably well 
off, if he can make Five or Ten per Cent. above 
the Principal, ſhould veature to ſell it after he 
had kept it Two Years or more; I ſay, how- 
ever ſuch Man may tranſgreſs the Letter, he 
cannot, by fair Conſtruction, be ſaid to /in 
againſt the true Intent, Meaning, and Spirit 
of this Law, 

And that ſuch a Conduct is no Impoſſibility 
in Nature, nay, that it may have taken Place 
in Fact, will beſt appear by our Books; and 
may likewiſe be credible, from what has been 
already faid in Anſwer to Objection III., and by 
this further Conſideration ; viz. * That Com- 
s plaints have not been exhibited in the Courts 
« againſt the Pawn-brokers for taking valuable 
% Patons, and converting them, in Three, Six, 
C or Twelve Months Time, to their own Be- 
& nefit; but the Suits commenced againſt them 
care, generally, for their having fold a Pledge, 
GW; tho never demanded in Three, F our, or 
« Five Years after it was left.” 

I proceed to conſider the S atute-Lare, which 
the Pawon-broker is ſuppoſed to live and act in 

| Defiance 
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Defiance to; which is the Statute againſt Uſury 
and Extortion. 1 

And here the very ſame Excuſe may be al- 
leged and ſupported : For, if any Man thinks 
the Pawn-broker's Money, and the legal Value 
thereof, the only thing to be conſidered, he 
muſt be wilfully lind, or naturally ſbort-fighted. 
For, to judge fairly and reaſonably, his Time, 
Labour, Servitude as an —— and the 
Expence of Servants, Warehouſe-room, Cc. 
mult be taken into the Account : And, 
when reaſonable Allowances are made for theſe, 
he will be found no more an Uſurer or Extor- 
tioner, than he that lends his Money at Five } pod 
Cent. and has no more Charge or Trouble, than 
to receive the Produce as it becomes due; or 
than he that makes the moſt moderate Profit 
by buying and ſelling Goods in his Shop. 

A Farmer is allowed to make Three Rents 
of his Land : And why? Becauſe one Third 
goes to the Landlord for Rent ; another Third 
goes for the Charges of Cultivation ; and the 
remaining Third for the Support of himſelf and 
Family ; and, as a Reward for his Skill and 
daily Labour, to fertilize and improve every 
Foot of Land. 

The Caſe of the Pawn-broker is exactly pa- 
rallel. The Intereſt his Money would produce 
out of Trade, or which he muſt fr Mo- 
ney, if he borrows it, is one Third ; the Charge 
of negotiating Buſineſs is another Third; and 
the remaining Third is for the Support of him- 
ſelf and Family, as a Reward for his Skill — 


(65 
his Buſineſs, (which either is, or ought to be, 
very comphrehenſive) and his daily Labour and 
Care in laying out, and receiving in, Shillin 
by Shilling, or Pound by Pound, his capital 
Stock : By which means Multitudes of People 
are relieved in their Diftreſs and Emergencies : 
And the honeſt Pawn-broker is, 1 , 
uſeful and neceſſary a Perſon in his Place * 
Station, and may as much deſerve the Counte- 
nance and Protection of the Public, as any other 
wate Man. 

But, if any Man thinks the Statute a 
Utury and Extortion of ſuch vaſt CO 
to the Safety and Happineſs of the Com- 
munity, that he cannot forgive the leaſt Vio- 
lation of a Tittle, Jot, or Letter therein contained, 
he would do well to conſult the great Mr. 
Locke s Diſcourſe, intituled, © Confiderations 
Y the Lowering of Intereſt, and Raiſing the Va- 

lue of Money; and afterwards to read Se&. 
th, Prop. _ and gth, of The Religion of 
Nature delineated.” 

It. is humbly apprehended, that, if it can be 
made appear, that this Bu/ine/s is of indiſpenſi- 
ble Neceſſity to the Public, and may (under 
proper Regulation) be rendered of great Ser- 
vice to the Community; and that our Country 
cannot be ſuppoſed to require Impoſſibilities at 
our "Hands ; we are facitly excepted from the 
literal Rigour of this Law, becauſe our Caſe is, 
in its own Nature, exceptionable ; and, we 
doubt not, will appear ſo to be, if coolly. and 
aeg conſidered. * if ſo, it requires 


nothing 
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nothing but a Signification of the explicit and 
open Conſent of our Country to ſuch Ex- 
ception, to juſtify us in what we do: But, 
ſurely, no Conſent of our Country can juſtify 
an Immorality; nor can any Determinations 
thereof alter the Ratio's and Habitudes of 
Things. It may therefore be preſumed, that 
our Country wants only to be duly and tho- 
roughly 7 — of the true State of our Caſe; 
which when done, we may hope, from its 
Juſtice and Clemency, to be treated like Men 
and Engliſhmen. And as, by a Bill depending, 
our Country has given us a a plain Intimation 
of its being at Leiſure to intend and examine 

us and our Affairs, it cannot be deemed in- 
truding or officious, to offer ourſelves, and our 
Affairs, to its Scrutiny : Which if our Country 
condeſcends to make, we humbly hope to vin- 
dicate ourſelves in fuch a manner, as to remove 
its preſent ſeeming Diſlike; to-awaken its At- 
tention and Indignation againſt our Calum- 
niators and Oppreſſors ; and to convince the 
World, that the honeſt Part of us have done 
nothing unworthy of Men, Engliſhmen, or 
Chriſtians, 
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CONCLUSION. 


Having thus exhibited to the View and Judg- 
ment of the Public the Reaſons and Grounds, 
upon which my own private Judgment has de- 
termined in Favour of the Bufneſs or Profeſ- 

on, I ſhall, with great Serenity and Com- 


3 poſure, 
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poſure, fubmit my private Opinions to its Diſ- 


cuſſion; and the more ſo, as my Country, 
above all the Nations of Europe, is juſtly re- 
nowned for free and impartial Inquiry; and 


has, in ſo great and glorious a Manner, broken 


in Pieces the Shackles of Ignorance, Super. 


ſtition, and Bigotry. 


It is agreed on all hands, That a Buſineſs of 
this Nature, in ſome Shape or other, is of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity: And it has been demonſtrated, . 
that private Men cannot perform it upon lower 


Terms than thoſe propoſed : And, for the Pub- 
lic to permit and ſuffer any Part of the Com- 
munity to be defrauded and haraſſed, defamed, 
oppreſſed and plundered, for not being Infallible, 
or for not doing Impeſſibilities, is the greateſt. 
Reflection upon its Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 

Should it be ſaid, That we are too officious, 
and have obtruded ourfelves upon the Public ; 
it may be replied, That all Trades, Myſteries, 
and Crafts, have firſt exiſted, before they could 
poſſibly be taken notice of, and eſtabliſhed; and, 
in this reſpect, are as much to be charged with 
Intruſion as we. But our Country has, many 
Years ago, taken ſome notice of us; and ſeemed, 
at that time, chiefly intent upon affixing a true 
and proper Name upon us, and regulating ſome 
imaginary Abuſes; but has never yet ſignified 
its Pleaſure, that all Buſineſs of this kind ſhould 
totally ceaſe : And what .it doth not prohibit, 
it tacitiy permits; provided the Thing done is 
not, in its own Nature, Inmoral. 


1 And 
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And the ſame Demonſtration, which proves 
that private Men cannot perform this Buſineſs 
under the Terms propoſed, will prove, with 
increaſed Force, That no Bodies Corporate, or 
Monopolies, can do what they may charitably 
pretend to; vi. Supply the Poor with ſmall 
Sums, upon Pledges fo low as One Shilling, 
after the Rate of Ten per Cent. per Annum. 

For, if the private Pawn-broker (trading upon 
his own Stock) cannot do it, whoſe perſonal 
Care and Skill are employ'd in his Bufineſs ; 
why ſhould it be thought poſſible for any Body 
Corporate to ſucceed better; fince ſuch Body 
Corporate muſt pay Eighty, Ninety, or an Hun- 
dred Pounds per Annum Intereſt for the Sum of 
Two thouſand Pounds, and muſt intirely truſt 
to the Fidelity and Skill of Hirelings and Ser- 
vants ? And, if they would anſwer the ſpecious 
Ends propoſed, muſt have Warehouſes in all 
Parts of the Town; but cannot do theſe Things 
at a cheaper Rate than the private Pawn-broker. 
It will therefore always be found, That, under 
Colour of ſupplying the Poor with ſmall Sum, 
a moſt pernicious and dangerous Monopoly will 
be erected, which will prove deſtructive and 
ruinous to the Nation. | 

But nothing of this kind is to be apprehended 
from the private Pawn-broker ; who is always 
under the Inſpection of the Magiſtrates and 
Courts of Law and Juſtice ; and, ſhould he at- 
tempt to defraud or oppreſs his Fellow - Subject, 
is much more eaſily to be detected and punith'd, 
than Bodies Corporate, or their Repreſentatives. 

| | Add 
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Add to this, That the Pawn-brokers, when 
numerous and divided, will always have Claſh- 
ings and Interferings of perſonal Judgments and 


Intereſts ; which will effectually prevent any 


Combinations againſt the common Good. 
Further, The Eſtabliſhment of ſuch Body 
Corporate would be a manifeſt Invaſion of the 


Rights of the Pawn-broker ; who, at leaſt, can 
plead prime Occupance, and the Preſcription 


of near Two Centuries in his own Behalf; not 
to mention his having born the Heat and Bur- 
then of the Day ; his Servitude as an Appren- 
tice and Fourneyman; having, perhaps, a long 
and high-rented Leaſe upon his Hands, and a 
numerous and dependent Family : Upon all 
which Accounts he has the beſt Right of offer- 
ing his Service to his Country. | 

Some late Advertiſements, and private Whiſ- 
pers, make me ſuſpect, that ſomething of a 
Corporation-kind is in Embryo ; and not being 
able otherwiſe to account for the preſent ſudden 
Alarm, of Pawn-brokers being the Receivers 
of ſtolen Goods: For, tho moſt frequent and 
audacious Street-Robberies have been commit- 
ted of late; yet (upon the beſt Inquiry I have 
been able to make) I do not find the Pacon- 
brokers, either accidentally or voluntarily, to 
have been materially concerned in receiving the 
Goods ſtolen : Which, one would think, ſhould 
have opened the Eyes of Mankind, and have 


pat them upon inquiring after ſome other Re- 


ſource and Harbour for Thieves and ſtolen 
Goods, than the private Pawn-broker. 
"Y But, 
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But, if any Corporation - Schematiſt has 
thought to have taken the Pawn-brokers nap- 
ping, and ſo deſtroy them with a ſudden 
Stroke before they could call in the Aſſiſtance 
of their natural Allies; I will venture to tell 
him, That the Pawn-brokers never ſleep; for 
the World takes ſufficient Care, by a thorough 
Application of Pinchings and Tweakings, to 
keep them from nodding, and forgetting them-. 
ſelves. Our Enemies may ſleep till they ſnore 
again; ay, and in their Sleep may dream 


Of Anth 2 , and Men whoſe Heads 
Do grow beneath their Shoulders ! 


But it highly becomes us to keep awake, 
eſpecially at this Time; and, in our Turn, to 
requite the Favours we have ſo long and fre- 
quently received; and humbly preſent to the 
World an Anti-Narcotic, which may be ſafely 
taken at any Time, or in any Place; but pro- 
miſes ſovereign Effects, at the Bar, the Bench, 
the Guild, and n * * * * * * * 

In a Word: We would humbly addreſs 
ourſelves to thoſe, who have it in their Power 
to protect or ſuppreſs us; deſiring to come to 
the Light, that our Deeds may be reproved, if 
they deſerve it, or our Innocence made to a 
pear ; being chearfully diſpoſed to do any 
thing in our Power, to give Light into our 
Buſineſs or Practices, to thoſe who have a 
Right to make ſuch Inquiry. We defire no- 
thing more than a cool, conſiderate, and im- 
partial Examination: It s hoped, that none of 
us 
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us fear the moſt ſtrict one that can be made; 
however, I know one that does not. 

If it ſhould, upon ſuch Inquiry, be found, 
that we are the Men our Enemies ſuggeſt, 
it is high time ſuch Vipers were intirely cruſhed; 
but, if not, it is as timely and reaſonable that 
the Innocent ſhould be vindicated and pro- 
tected, who have long groaned under unmerited 


Calumny and Oppreſſion. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


EST the good Citizens of London ſhould 

take Umbrage at our ſtiling them our 
Friends and Allies, and ſhould ſuperciliouſly 
reject Alliance and Amity with us, or ſhould 
be too haſtily induced to join in the Oppoſition, 
it may not be amiſs to propoſe to them the 
following Hints : 


1. That ſhould the private Pawn-broker be 
ſuppreſs d, the infallible Conſequence will be 
a Charitable Corporation, or Petty-Bank, which, 


like all other Monopolies, will begin with the 
moſt laudable Pretences, but will infallibly riſe 


by Degrees to the moſt enormous Height, and 
ſwallow up the Trade of the Nation ; or (as 
heretofore) become a mighty Bubble to draw 
in certain Perſons charitably diſpoſed to relieve 
the Poor, and, at the ſame time, get more 
Intereſt for their Money than any other Fund 
will give, 

Now, 
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Now, the private Pawn-broker may be 
eſteem'd a kind of Advanc'd- guard, or Out- 
work, which muſt be firſt demoliſh'd, before 
the common Enemy can make his Approaches, 


2. The private Pawn-brokers do cauſe, per- 
haps, a Million of Money to circulate in the 
Channels of Trade; which, otherwiſe, would 
be locked up in the public Funds ; or, what 
may be much worſe, fall into the Hands of a 
Charitable Corporation. | | 

Whether ſmall Credit bears, at this Time of 
the Day, the moſt agreeable Aſpect? Whether 
the ready Money Trade is fo very conſiderable, 
as to bear the Lopping- off ſo conſiderable a 
Branch? or, Whether there is too much ready 
Money circulating in Trade at this Time? muſt 
be left to your Conſideration, 


3. Whether, if the private Paun- broker, 
who is a Sort of Mountaineer, and, at preſent, 
poſſeſs'd of an important Paſs, (tho' fituated 
on a bleak, barren, and ingrateful Soil) ſhould 
be driven from thence, he may not retreat to 
the more warm and fertile Plain, where there 
is already Complaint for want of Elbow-room ? 
And as he has, by thin Diet, and frequent In- 
curſions upon him, been inur'd to Hardſhip 
and Fatigue, (whereby he may have acquir'd a 
robuſt and athletic Conſtitution) may not prove 
a troubleſome Neighbour, and diſturb their long 


and happy Repole ? 
4. If 
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4. If the private Paun-brokers ſhould be fo 
regulated, as to be oblig'd to quit their Poſts 
of a ſudden, one or other of theſe muſt be the 
Conſequence ; Either the Common Enemy, if 
prepared, will immediately get into Poſſeſſion; 
or, for want of ſuch Supplement, the ſuddenly 
diſtreſs d and ungovernable Multitude may poſ- 
ſibly take it into their Heads to be their own 
Carvers: And, as They are not given to make 
the moſt nice, juſt, and accurate Diſtinction 
as to Perſon, or Property; the Conſequences 
may be as fatal one way as the other. 


Theſe Hints may be inlarged in their own 
Meditations : A Word to the Wiſe is Enough, 
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